








Keller’s Barn (8 1/2 x 12 1/2)

Keller’s Bank Barn
81/2x121/2

Keller’s bank.barn was the subject of a painting by
Paul Hadley. The barn was built by Frederick Keller
and was on a farm later owned by 01l and Hattie Keller.
It is on Keller Hill Road west of Mooresville and has
been demolished.

A bank of rocks and dirt was built on one side of the
barn as high as the hayloft so that haywagons could be
driven in on the second level. As can be seen in the paint-

& ing, there is a bridge under the entrance, which was large é
enough for a horse and buggy to be sheltered from rain.

Miss Myrtle Keller who owns the painting says, “I

b have been told that Aunt Hattie, when the wind was in
the right direction, would call to Judy Phillips who lived
about a quarter of a mile northwest from grandpa’s barn.
We said it was in ‘hollering’ distance.”

The painting is colorful, and includes a cat in the
doorway. Myrtle said she asked Paul about the cat, and
he said there was one there so hie put it in the painting-

As a rule he did not put figures of either animals or
people in his paintings.

Mc¢Elwain’s Pump House

Hadley painted a picture of McElwain’s shed which
was at 239 East South Street. Tommy McElwain said he
built this shed in 1919 from lumber of a cabin built by his
father soon after the Civil War. The cabin was built of
square hewed logs about 4 x & inches.

Tommy’s father, Thomas Jefferson McElwain was a
Confederate soldier, and prisoner of war. He was in
prison in Indianapolis, and when he was released came
to Mooresville where he lived the rest of his life.

Tommy recalls watching Hadley do the painting. It
is owned by the artist’s cousins Miss Margaret and Miss
Miriam Atkinson.

Spring Wagon

Spring Wagon

The old wagon picture was taken to Paul Hadley

Junior High building when it was completed in 1966.

» When Newby School was dedicated in 1937 the Tri Kap-
pa Sorority presented this painting.

This is a typical farm scene of horse and buggy days.

Ears of yellow corn lie on the ground and the viewer has

an impression that horses and driver had just finished

work and left the wagon standing. This is the type wagon

used by grocery stores in Mooresville to deliver groceries.
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SMALL GIFTS

White Lick Meeting (1827) signed lower right

Paul Hadley’s talent appears in unexpected
places in the Mooresville Area.

In her “Brief History of Mooresville and Vicinity”,
published in 1918, Mrs, Almira (Harvey) Hadley says, ©“I
am indebted to Paul Hadley for the picture of the
Friends meeting house at Old White Lick. Photography
was not in vogue while this church was standing and Mr.
Hadley made ihe picture from instructions given by
those familiar with,its appearance, and it was readily
recognized as White Lick by older citizens.”

The August 15, 1929 issue of the Martinsville Re-
publican shows a signed painting with a story about a
monument placed in White Lick cemetery on the loca-
tion of the old church. -

Mrs. Robert Bucker, says that Nemo Shrake told
her when they made the marker, Albert Bucker had a
painting and practiced on a scrap of stone still at the
shop.

According to a paper written by Wallace Hadley, in
1957, the first White Lick meeting was established in
1823. A log cabin was built in Hendricks County on the
Plainfield Road (267) overlooking White Lick Creek on
land entered by Eli Hadley.

As the congregation grew, more space was needed.
Land was secured on the brow of a hill overlooking Me-
Cracken Creek and White Lick, one and one half miles
northwest of Mooresville,
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This building was constructed at a cost of $1,900
with bricks made on the grounds. There was a depressed
place where the kiln was located. The church was rec-
tangular with gable ends on east and west. There was a
marginal partition three feet up from the floor dividing
the room into two parts. Another partition came from
the ceiling, leaving three feet open space.

There were sliding shutters from above and below
which could be closed. Two rows of wood benches were
in each room with center aisles. There was a facing bench
at the front of the rooms.

As shown in the picture, there were two entrances,
one for women and girls, and the other for men and boys.

No one seems to know what happened to the paint-
ing but no doubt Hadley made it from his 1918 sketch.

Marker White Lick Church
by Albert Bucker, 1929

iy D

Mooresville High School class 1946 created the idea
of a theme for the school, Pioneers, and called their an-
nual Wagon Trails. Delvin Myrick, who was on the year
book staff recalls that he asked Mr. Hadley to make a
drawing of a covered wagon, and that he contributed a
signed drawing. In 1947 the same signed drawing was
used. (The school also had a small covered wagon which
carried towels out to the basketball players during the
game.)

In 1958-59 and 1962-63, Hadley painted original
miniature pictures for the program covers of the
Mooresville Nature Study Club of which he was a mem-
ber. His counsin, Miss Emma May Hadley gave some of
these to the Mooresville Library where they are framed
into two small pictures.

This is actual size of the painting and is owned by Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Henderson.

Pioneers - Wagon Trails

Signature lower, left ‘

£

Nature Study Club Program Covers
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