


POST OFFICE
Postal service in Mooresville was in existence prior to 1830. Asa
Bales was the first postmaster, but shortly moved to Westfield
community and was succeeded by Robert Worthington.

At first, mails were irregular and infrequent; but after 1832, a
definite route had been established to Indianapolis. Mail was
brought each week, unless the carriers were detained by high
waters. Soon, original mail contracts provided for once a day
delivery between the two towns. The mail was to leave Indianapolis
at 11 o’clock and arrive at Mooresville at 6 p.m. The same schedule
of seven hours for twenty miles prevailed in the opposite direction.
This situation was corrected with a great deal of jubilation when the
I and V Railroad was built.

However, this created a problem; someone had to haul the mail
from the I and V Depot to the Post Office uptown. This practice
continued many years with such carriers as Miles Rairden, Arthur
Latta, Charley Bennett, Bob Killian and Charles Zook.

May I speak of the mail itself. Very early envelopes were not
used; the paper on which the message was written was folded and
wax sealed. The person who received the mail paid the postage. The
seals and the stamps were most intriguing in size, shape and color.
It cost twenty-five cents for a single sheet and fifty cents for two
sheets.

The Post Office through the years has been in various locations.
Once it was in an apothocary shop, another time in Thompson’s
General Store, and for a number of years, it was in a small frame
building on East Main Street on the alley that went back to the
Ralph Jackson livery stable. In 1909, a building individually owned
by and designed for the Post Office was built by J. L. Mathews. That
building still stands and is used as an office building. Then the Post
Office moved to quarters at 16 North Indiana Street where it
remained 19 years.

In October 1960, a new, modern Post Office Building was
~ dedicated. Mooresville now has a first class Post Office at the corner
of Main and Jefferson Streets. This replaces old facilities that were
outgrown by the tremendous growth of the Mooresville Community,
and it’s postal service area. The new set-up provides parking for
patrons, street boxes for deposit, lock box service and four rural
routes.

The local Post Office advanced from second to first class status
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ANTI-SLAVERY — UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

Among the early settlers of the county, especially around
Mooresville and Monrovia, were a number of persons who had come
from North Carolina and were conscientiously opposed to slavery.
Historically, from 1840-1860, many a fugitive found food, shelter
and help from among these people, many of them Quakers.

Eli J. Sumner was the first man to make an anti-slavery speech
in this community. Many others agreed, but were afraid to speak;
instead they did things; among these was the underground railroad,
which cared for slaves, so they could get to Canada.

According to the best of records I can find, there were no
underground stations in Mooresville; east of Monrovia, on the late
Walter Edwards farm now owned by his granddaughter, Mrs. Paul
Tower, was an old log house hidden among great slabs of stone that
was a recognized station. Stories are that the Bray farm, now owned
by Miss Ann Bray, was another. Also records have it that Simon
Moon, in the Bethel neighborhood, hid many a negro among his
tanning vats. The Watson farm, nearby Waverly, was known to have
given help to these helpless persons.

Miss Bray tells the story that her grandfather, with the help of
some neighbor women, offered heavy shawls and bonnets to help
cover the faces and bodies of some who wished to get to Westfield in
Hamilton County, a regularly recognized underground station.

I here say, that Friends (Quakers) were known as especially

“active and law abiding citizens, but when it came to slavery, they

almost stretched the truth and were flexible when moral codes stood
in the way of right.
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