


ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The Mooresville High School Alumni Association is the result of
a meeting held in the home of Miss Ida Fogelman, granddaughter of
Samuel Moore.

An organization was formed and plans were made for the first
alumni meeting. Miss Anna Butner was named President.
Following a banquet served at two long tables, the party went to the
parlor for a 19th century ‘‘Information Please’’ program.

The second meeting of the association was held in the home of
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Scott. To make the meeting a real affair the
latest and newest furniture in town was borrowed. Several antique
pieces of furniture were borrowed from the T.E. Laurence home and
the Thomas Summer home, and the gold brocaded wedding
furniture of Dr. and Mrs. W.L. Thompson were moved into the Scott
home. My father, R.D. Sellars often described the entire affair, as
he was a member of the honored class, 1892.

The Alumni Association has not met regularly, but the golden
anniversary was a special occasion. Mr. Keller Kitchen was
President and special effort was made to get an many of the 1,000
graduates to attend the program to be held in the $92,000 Newby
Memorial Building in April 1941. The main feature of the day was
the valedictorian address ‘‘Maiden of 19th Century’’, and was
delivered by Miss Fogelman.

For several years following, there were no regular meetings but
there was activity among alumni. The spirit of the old school was
much alive. Members liked to carry on historical activities. Some of
the graduating classes gave shrubbery, trees, a bench, an arch and
pictures. In 1912, the Senior Class gave the arch *““Enter to Grow in
Wisdom’’. After years, the foundation gave way, the arch was
leaning and unsafe. The School Board felt it had to be taken down.
As soon as that word spread, members of the alumni called for a
meeting and as a result, an agreement was made with the school
Board. It was taken down, each piece numbered, the entire stored
for a time. In the meantime, alumni members such as C.J. Sellars,
Becky Hardin, and Myrtle Keller had secured enough money to
have the arch rebuilt. It now stands as a memory to all who entered
and grew. '

Again in 1966, there was the desire to revitalize the association.
Since, there has been a large attendance, good programs and
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excelent meals at the Paul Hadley Jr. High, and Neil Armstrong
Schools that make it a yearly highlight for Mooresville graduates.

One of the best features recently is the recognition of a
distinguished alumnus who has made an outstanding contribution in
his field of endeavor. Those so far honored are:

William G. Bray — Lawyer, Congressman.
Clifford C. Furnas — World Famous Scientist, long distance
Olympic runner, and Chancelor of Buffalo
University.
Kenneth Comer, M.D. — Medical Missionary to Africa.-
Gail Mills — Bursar at Princeton University.
Milner Carpenter — Commander in Navy. :
Henry House — Analytical chemist, research for College, and
for Atomic Energy Commission at Oakridge,
Tennessee.
William R. Culmer — Artillery officer in army, Military -
Intelligence and was in charge of
Defense Atomic Support Agency. Listed
in Who’s Who in Anerican Government

1971. ;
Iva Stout Pearson — Pharmaceutical Librarian.

Charles R. Kellum — Banker, farmer, philanthropist.
A.A.U. W,

The American Association of University Women was organized
in Mooresville in 1946. The charter members were, Mary Kathryn
Anderson, Mr. M.E. Carlisle, Mrs. Leonard Hadley, Mrs. A.H.
Haltom, Mrs. Paul Henderson, Mrs. Charles Kellum, Mrs. W.O.
Mills, Miss Kathrine Ragsdale, Mrs. Margaret Romine, Miss
Bernice Tanner, and Mrs. Lorna Walker.

The purpose of the Association is the uniting of the alumnae of
different institutions for practical educational work for the collection
and publication of statistical and other information concerning
education and, in general, for the maintenance of high standards of
education.

The policy of this organization is to maintain a list of institutions
whose graduates are qualified for membership. The Association
shall place upon that list an institution which offers recognized
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