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Jury 14, 1999

Mooresville Moments

In honor of Mooresville’s 175th Anniversary and the 200th
anniversary of the birth of Mooresville’s founder, Samuel Moore,
the Mooresvuille/Decatur/Monrovia Times is publishing regular
articles about the history of Mooresville and Moore.

Community Party headlights 100th birthday

On Aug. 28, 1924 Moores-
ville celebrated its 100th birthday
with a community party at early
candlelight under the auspices of
the Woman'’s Club. Registration
was Aug. 29 at
the public li-
brary. ‘

At 10 a.m.,
the celebration
began with the
ringing of the
old church bell.
Markers were
unveiled on the
site of the first
church in the
old churchyard |-
on West Wash- .
ington Street
and for the first
school on East
Washington
Street. At 11
a.m., a marker
in honor of
Samuel Moore
was unveiled on

" the northeast
corner ol the

* town square.
The middle day
was spent en-
joying & home-
coming dinner
and reunion
wilth reminis-
cences by pio-
neers at the community building
and school campus.

A Pagrant Parade depicting
historical events was held from 3-
5 p.m. The Spirit of Mooresville
was represented by Helen York
Cook; granddaughter of Samuel
Moore Rooker, the first white
child born in Mooresville. Head-
ing the parade was the grand
marshal, Charles B. Sweagengen,
and his assistant Perry Bonham.

The Mooresville Concert Band
followed and in a place of promi-
nence, rode three of the town’s

Mildred Thompson wore a
costume made of green crepe
paper with butterflies and flow-
ers added to portray Mother
Nature in the 1924 Moores-
ville Centenial Parade.

oldest inhabitants, Lavicy Scott
and Vincent and Rebecca Will-
iams, all over 80 years old. The
oldest native of the town, James
Spoon, was not able to partici-
pate because
of a broken
leg.

After a bas-
ket dinner in
the yard of the
new high
school (now
demolished), a
huge birthday
cake with 100
candles was
lighted by de-
scendants of
early settlers.”
The youngest
was Wayne
Ferguson, 8,
grandson of
Nathaniel
Carter who
came to this
area in 1820.

Harry
Scearce was
general chair-
man of the af-
fair. The Rev.
Dayton
Harvey gave
an invocation.
Robert Nelson
read a poem.
Other members of the commit-:
tee were Clarence Hubbard, Dr.
W.L. Thompson, O.P. Macy,
Mrs. W.H. Henderson, Jennie
Scott, and Mrs. Norris Talley.

The 150th Anniversary of
Mooresville was celebrated Aug.
11, 1974 with the cutting of a
birthday cake, balloon ascension
and Old Settlers Parade. The
new Mooresville town flag was
introduced and Clara
Richardson’s book, The History
of Mooresville 1824-1974, went
on sale.
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