MOORESVILLE
HISTORIC HOUSES #2

Photographer Jarvis P. Calvert (184217)captured several homes in and around
Mooresville, Indiana during the 1880s&iere are a few.The handwriting on the
photographs is Calvés. (Imagescourtesy of the Morgan Countyistory &
Genealogy Associatiof Mooresville Public Library)

1 V. K. Thompsonhouse 103 EastHigh Street,Mooresville Sidehall plan,
Italianate style, builtirca 1875
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1 S.M. Rooker house: Samuel MooreRooker (18241900) (a captain in the
Civil War; hence the caption, written by photographer J.P. Calvert on the
photo) is shown in front of his first house (prior to 1877) at 30 West
Harrison Street in Mooresville. Rooker was the fsiucasiarbaby bornm
Mooresville and was named after the town's founder. Rooker's first house
burned down and was replaced in 1877. The 1877 house still stands and was
owned by Rooker's granddaughter, Helen (York) Cook and her husband,
Claire Cook Rooker's obituarys avaibablein our Legacy Links database.
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1 D (?) Pearce house Various members of the Pearce family were born and
raised in Gregg Township (near Wilbur) in Morgan County during the mid
to late 19th century. Many are buried in the Pearce family cemetery there
(see our Legacy Links online obituary databasend&ed in Martinsville.
Photographer J.P. Calvert has written the surname on the picture, but the
first name initial is unclear (it looks like a cursive D). (TPearceamilyGs
obituariesare available an our Legacy Links databaje.
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9 Dr. G. B. Mitchell house: Giles Beford Mitchell, M.D. (1822878) settled

with his family in Martinsville in 1833. In 183Wiitchell began studying
medicine in Martinsville under Dr. Barnard, entering Ohio Medical School
in Cincinnati in 1838. Mitchell practiced medicine inaiinsville until
1847, when he began practicing in Mooresville (until 1857), when he
returned to Marnhsville to enter thenercantilebusiness. After three years,
he became dissatisfied, and, selling out Mmercantile establishment,
returned (in 1860) to Mooresville to resume medical practice until his death
in 1878. He was particularly well regardedhis treatment of acute diseases.
He helped found the Farmers Bank in Mooresville, serving as its president.
Dr. Mitchell's obituary(with its misspelling of his middle name) is avaikabl

in our Legacy Links database.
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1 G. W. Bass house: George W. Bass standing in front of his home (ca.
188(). Bassowned a drugstore at the southeast corhémdiana and Main
Streets (3 BstMain Stee) in downtown Mooresville. He built a orstory
drugstore (ca. 188&eephotos in thisonline handoytand then replaced it
with the twostory brick building (ca. 1890) that still standserté today.

Learn mordrom thisonline handout
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1 B. F. Jones house:Shown here in front of his home, Benjamin Franklin
Jones (1844923) was a carriageand harnesmsaker in Mooresville. A
Civil War veteran born in Ohio, Jones moved to Mooresville in November
1870, working initially for Dorland &Gregory, hardware amagricultural
implement dealers. B.F. Jones began his trade as a hamakses and
carriagetrimmer in January 1873 and started his own business in 1876.
Starting in 1879, he manufactured horse carriages and buggies
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1 J. H. Rusie house: John Henry Rusi€18341923) came to Mooresville
from Virginia with his family in 1836. He married Mary Jane Olleman in
1857. A Civil War veteran, Rusie @wned a hardware & tin business in
Mooresville (Rusie & Richardson, established in 1865, gg¢ngealers in
stoves &household furnishings, tin and sheet iron wares.) In the 1880s
through the early 1900s, Rusie & Richardson also were engaged in the
furniture making and undertaker businesses. Rusievgspaperobituary
appearsn our Legacy Links database, as doesbiigiraphical sketcfrom
1884.
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1 J. P. Calvert house: Jarvis P. Calvert's home and photography studio sat on
East Harrison Street in Mooresville next to the Methodist Episcopal (M.E.)
Church. This photo (ca. 1880) shows Calvert's house withotrtathieporch
it later had (inthe 1910 phots, next page¢. Hoosier pet James Whitcomb
Riley, when he worked in a paint store in Mooresville during his youth, used
to hang out at Calvert's photography studio. Mooresville Public Library has
the only known copy of Calvert's Civil War memoirs in existerasailable
on our wésite). His obituaryis found on our Legacy Links database.
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