


Community, between Mooresville and Monrovia. He
attended Earlham College before going to the Indiana
Medical College, where he graduated in 1869. Ella Quinn
Hadley was born in New Albany in 1849, the daughter of
Scottish immigrants. She married Dr. Hadley in 1871,
and the couple settled in Indianapolis, where he prac-
ticed medicine with Dr. Thomas B. Harvey and also gave
lectures at the medical college and at City Hospital. During
his lifetime, Dr. Hadley was known by his friends to pos-
sess “a vein of humor . . . that cropped out sometimes in
a quiet dry joke that always was effective. No vulgar
allusions or suggestions ever passed his lips.”
aul Hadley became interested in art at an early
age. He started classes at Indianapolis High
School (renamed Shortridge High School in
1897), but later he transferred to Manual
Training High School because he wanted to
study art under Otto Stark. As a teacher, Stark had definite
ideas about the ineffectiveness of the traditional art instruc-
tion popular at the time. According to Judith Newton in
The Hoosier Group: Five American Painters, Stark believed
that “a student’s art instincts should be addressed through-
out the educational process. . . . Under his direction, stu-
dents were encouraged, through work in various mediums,
to express themselves and to develop individual skills in
adaptation and invention.” Stark inspired several of his
students, including Hadley, to pursue art as a career.

In the fall of 1900, Hadley enrolled in the Pennsylvania
Museum and School of Industrial Design in Philadelphia
and attended for two years, concentrating in interior dec-
orating. After one year of training he won a special prize
from the school for the best set of drawings executed by
students in the industrial-drawing course. In his second year
he received additional awards for his work. He also earned
a scholarship for the 1902-03 school year but did not take
advantage of it. His departure from the Pennsylvania
school may have been due to his father’s failing health. In
search of more restful surroundings, Dr. Hadley aban-
doned his medical practice in Indianapolis and returned
to his boyhood community, Mooresville. Paul Hadley
returned to Indiana to design his parents’ new home on
the west end of South Street in Mooresville, where his
father died in May 1903.

The house was not a source of pleasure for Paul
Hadley. “He once said he wasn’t proud of the house and
didn’t think it [was] attractive,” wrote Becky Hardin in
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her history of the Indiana state flag and its designer.
Hadley’s personal creativity led him back to Philadelphia
to take a class in beginning drawing at the Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts for the 1903-04 school year.
The oldest continuing art museum and school in the
nation, the academy opened in 1805 with an emphasis
on the study of antique casts. The impressive list of the
school’s alumni, which includes William Merritt Chase,
Thomas Eakins, Mary Cassatt, and Maxfield Parrish,
speaks to the institution’s legendary reputation.

While he was a student at the academy, or perhaps in the
year thereafter, Hadley designed stained-glass windows for
churches. Several periodicals quote him calling stained
glass a medium of expression “among the world’s most
beautiful.” After landing a job with a Chicago firm, Hadley
specialized in interior designs for the next five or six years.
Anecdotal informa-
tion has him assisting
with the design of
Booth Tarkington’s
summer residence in
Kennebunkport,
Maine. In fact, he cre-
ated a panel depict-
ing a ship for the
Hoosier author’s
summer home.

Hadley returned
to his home state
around 1912, appar-
ently to settle per-

manently. Although [ g
it is unclear whether The artist at work. Though he sketches
he worked for a firm indoors in this photo, Hadley enjoyed natural
or established an surroundings more. “I was never happier
independent studio, than when | got away for a day, two days, or
he completed design a week to the Ohio River to paint the
work for Albert Gall,
among other prominent citizens. Art critic
Lucille E. Morehouse, in a 1921 article for the
Indianapolis Star,writes of Hadley’s wall paintings
in the hall of the Gall home and his murals in the
home of Dr. Albert M. Cole.

* Hadley’s mother and younger brother Evan, who was

rowboats and shanty-boats,” he once said.

developmentally disabled, had moved their residence
to 35 East South Street in Mooresville, and Hadley

Hadley warned FLEDGLING ARTISTS who wanted to make money to FIND ANOTHER
PROFESSION. “But if the young man wants to find much BEAUTY AND JOY IN LIFE

at the sacrifice of much else,” he said,
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“then I would say ‘vEs.
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ABove: House among Trees. RIGHT:

Margaret Colee’s Pump House.
Colee lived in Mooresville, and
according to a family member, one
of her uncles may have stored
“home brew” in this pump house to
keep it cool. FAR RieHT: East
entrance of the Lanier Mansion in

Madison, Indiana.

24 TRACES «Winter 2003



