Mooresville’s Movie
Mogqul: Leon Adler



Video:
“Mooresville
Moments

#18:

Leon Adler,
Mooresville’s
Movie Mogul”

- https://youtu.be/nEKuwj7gW8s



https://youtu.be/nEKuwj7gW8s

Origin Story

Image from the 1922
Arsenal Cannon
(yearbook)



Leon Adler’s
National
Motion
Pictures

Company
(1931-1954)

Leon Adler’'s 1931 letter to
the DuPont Company
promoting his educational
and promotional film
catalog.



Hollywood
Talent Joins
Local Talent

1932 Academy Award winning —
cinematographer Floyd Crosby
came from Hollywood to
Mooresville to film two health and
education movies for Leon Adler
in 1935. (The Indianapolis Star,
Wednesday, May 1, 1935, page

11.) —

—

Adler routinely featured ——
Mooresville citizens and locations
in many of his films.



“Told by a
Tooth” (1939)
by the
National
Motion

Pictures

Company
(Leon Adler,
producer)

*https://youtu.be/lkR4BWXzkVA



https://youtu.be/lkR4BWXzkVA

Adler’s
Department
Store in
Downtown

Mooresville,
10 West Main
Street (1933-

1967)

Mooresville Times, June 10, 1965
(above); September, 1964 (right)



Adler’s
Department
Store

10 West Main

Streetin
Downtown
Mooresville

(1933-1967)

North Side of West Main Street (ca.
1964) (above); Advertisement from
1964 Mooresville High School
yearbook, Wagon Trails (right)



Leon Adler
Supporting
the

Mooresville
Community

* The Adler family lived in Mooresville from 1933-1955, but they

also had a residence in Indianapolis and were active in several
charities and organizations. Adler served as president of the
Mooresville Chamber of Commerce and the Mooresville Lions
Club, and he served on the board of Mooresville's Citizens
Bank. He helped establish the Mooresville Development
Commission and was instrumental in constructing new homes
west of Newby Elementary School in Mooresville, which were
vital in easing a housing shortage as the town's population
steadily grew during the 1960s and 1970s.



Leon Adler,
1958

Mooresvillian
of theYear

In January, 1959, Adler was selected Mooresvillian
of the Year for 1958, an honor bestowed annually
by the Mooresville Chamber of Commerce in
recognition of local civic leaders whose efforts
enhanced the Mooresville community. Adler was
extremely popular with townspeople.

Mooresville Times, January 15, 1959



Leon Adler’s

Obituaries
(1986)

Indianapolis News, July 14, 1986; Mooresville Times, July 16, 1986




- William R. Buckley, information director, adult reference
services, Mooresville Public Library

- billb@mooresvillepublic.lib.in.us

Questions?



mailto:billb@mooresvillepublic.lib.in.us
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