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PARSONAGE MORTGAGE BURNING
MOORESVILLE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
FEBRUARY 20, 1966
11:00 WORSHIP SERVICE

Commendation by Chailrman of Trustees
Paul Allen

Prescontation of Mortgage to Chairman of
Board

Acceptance by Chairman of Board
Mark Williams

Proscntation of Mortgage to Chairman of
Elders

Burning of lMortgage

Chairman of Eldors George Record
Chairman of Dcacons Carl McNeely
Chalrman of Dcaconcsses Pcarl Swinney
Prosident of C,Y.F. Steve Saucerman

Prayer of Dedication Don Ridgeway
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FINE TRIBUTE T@ 3RADNMA BUCKER

It is ofter said that everyone "Has His Day and is soon fop-
zotten", But there are exceptions to this as wasg shown last Sun-
day afternoon at the CHristian Church whem a lapce group met to
8oend am hour in memopy of "Grandma"Buckep, In addition %o those
who still live here many came vrom various places %o do her horor.

A varied program filled the time with interest, A4 numbdf of
her favorite songe were sung by the congrezation led by g large
chorus of young people. The Blunk sisters sang "Precious Book"™,

Mrs. Anne Thompson sang one of the old 8ongs that she sang
many times dm the old days. In these days of half-hour popularity
of songs we find that the old songs of sweet memories have a
charm all their own.

The principao address was givem by B. L. Allen of Indiamapolis
Grandma Bucker secured his help to revive the dying cause. The
organlzation had been disbanded. The church house had been aband-
oned and had fallenm into decay. All but she said it is a loat hope

But with the help of Rev. Allen they began & revival meeting.,
Soon straglers began %0 return. New converts allied themselves %o
the cause. That was st the beginning of the century and marked the
beginning of 3 mew ang continurd growth.

This quarter of g century has been attended with many changes
and we continue to eat of the fruit of their labor, Instead of g
crmbling wreck the congregation now worships in a commodinus and
well e yulpoed building. 1In place of the proverbial "Two or three"
whic was often one or two, large grouvs attend 811 the organized
achtivities of the church, Twenty-five years ago people were saying
to tne Tricht brothers at Kitty Hawk Hi11"you' re crazy, it gan't be
done ",

About the same time the wise ones Were saying %o Grandms
Bucker "It can't be done", They had felt its pulse and pronounced
1t dead. Their idea was to have a funeral - bury it and forget it,
But she knew no desath- mo defeat,

How she reminds us of the widow who gave hep mite in the
femple. In like mannerp Grandma (fop 1any years a widow) gave not
only her mite but for 40 years gave herself which was indeed no
nite.

T~e church today, which she loved, is making splendid Pro-
’ress. It goes forward Paved highways becaues she and others of
1er time and type cleared the way snd made straight the paths.

Mrs Fergusom read s fine tribute during the unveiling of
’he large picture of Grandma Bucker which was the gift of the
\1d Society. Aunt Sudie Jackson, oldest living member, withdrew
he veil, which was Presented to Bobbie Bucker as the youngest
randson,

Photographs of the old and the mew church together with
he heroine of the hour were presented to all by hep son, Albert

A large Church Flag was presented by the Young People with -
R appropriate speech by Ray Ulrey, after which g beautiful song
@8 sung by Carolime Joh jsom ~f Plainfield. € B
THE MOORESVILIE TIMES Friday, July 20, 1928 i
i PICSURE ON THE REVERSE SIDE IS ONE OF TNOSE PRESENTED £0 TNOSE PRESINT AT THIS
MEMORIAL SERVICE
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Mooresville
To Dedicate New
:Church Sunday

Dedication service and open
| house will be held at the Christian
{ Church in Mooresville on Sunday
afternoon at 2:30 at‘the new loca-
tion on North Indiana Street.

{' The speaker for the service will
| be the minister’s father, John L.
| Suttenfield, Sr.; Mr. Suttenfield,
Sr., has been the minister of the
Fairview Christian Church, Lynch-
burg, Va., for nearly 30 years.
Others expected to attend and
take part in the service include Dr.
O. L. Shelton and Dr. Beauford
Norris from the School of Religion
at Butler University; Lyle Harvey,
youth leader from the Indiana
Christian Missionary Association
and representatives from the Board
| of Church Extension, Disciples. of
Christ, Indianapolis. Many former
' ministers and friends of the church
have been invited to attend. The
| public-is invited to attend also.

The building to be dedicated at
this time is the first of a two part
building program; in this first part
'are Sunday school rooms, kitchen
| facilities and a fellowship hall seat- |
|ing 304 in the pews where worship
' services will be held until the sanc-
' tuary can be built within the next
few years.

John L. Suttenfield, Jr., has been
minister of the church for the past
| five years. The church observed
its centennial celebration in 1948.
| Present membership is 450.
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THIS IS THE HOUSE OF THE LORD,. ..

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m,
Cryder Brayshaw, Minister
Glen Gruber, Youth Director
Alice Cordes, Choir Director
Marilyn Miller, Organist

September 30, 1973

L e o o B L L o L P e

ENTER_IN STLENCE: WORSHIP IN REVERENCE.

CRGAN PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP

1/
R/
u/

The Lord is the porﬁion of mine inheritance
and of my cup: Thou maintainest my lot.

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant
places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.

Thou wilt show me the path of life: in your
presence is fulness of Jjoy: at your right
hand there are pleasures for evermore.

* HYMN OF PRAISE  '"Faith of Our Fathersi™ 348

A1l Verses

* CALL TO PRAYER

1/

As we gather here today memories flood in
upon us, We remember the family pew where we
worshipped with our loved ones. We remember
the hosts of friends who shared our joys and
sorrows. Let us thank God for His presence
through all of life's experiences.

* RESPONSIVE PRAYER

For the memories of happy associations

e thank Thee O Lord.

For our own loved ones

e thank Thee O Iord.

For Thy presence in sorrow and heartache

We thank Thee 0 Lord.

For Thy blessing in our hours of joy

e thank Thee 0 Lord.

For loved friends who remain te share this hour
We thank Thee 0 Lord.



I/ For the memory and ever present influence of
those who have gone to their heavenly homes
R/ We thank Thee O Lord. As they have been a
blessing to us, may we be a blessing to
others. Amen.
% GLORIA PATRI 614
GREETINGS TO VISITORS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
DEDICATION SERVICE IN MEMORY OF DORRIS J, GOSS

‘Presentation of Plaque by Eph Goss
Acceptance by the Minister

For many generations, monuments and plaques
have been raised to honor the memory of dedicated
Christian spirits., A devoted family and a group of
friends have graciously and generously presented to
the church a Church Steeple and Plaque in remem-—
brance of Dorris J. Goss.

Therefore, in behalf of the First Christian
Church of Mooresville, Indiana, it is my privilege
to accept with a grateful heart and with praise to
Mmighty God this beautiful Church Steeple and
Memorial Plaque in her honor,

Let us now dedicate the Church Steeple and
Memorial Plaque to their high and holy use,

MINISTER: To the Glory of God, author of all
goodness and beauty, giver of all skill
of mind and heart

CONGREGATION: UWe dedicate the Church Steeple and

Memorial Plaque.,

MINISTER: In remembrance of the life and love she
shared so generously with this church,
always exemplifying positive attitudes,
genuine friendship, Christian patience
and enduring trusts

CONGREGATION: We dedicate these memorials.

MINTSTER: In grateful recognition of her loyalty
and leadership, her understanding
character and unselfish love, all
symbolic of the spirit of Him who came
not to be ministered unto but to minister

CONGREGATION: Ue dedicate these memorials,

MINISTER: And with a prayer to God that we the
~ members and Zriends of this church and
congregation and all who may come after
us, may cherish her memory, follow her
unchallenged Christian principles and
ever reflect her Spirit
CONGREGATION: We dedicate these memorials, in the
name of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION IN UNISON: Our Father, you
are the creator of all things and all
men, we thank you for the skills of men,
for the spirit of sacrifice, for the
love of the beautiful in men's souls
which they have transferred to this,
your sanctuary. May we ever be mindful
of the displayed symbol pointing out the
meeting place of God the Father, Christ
the Son and the Holy Spirit, with God's
people, meeting in a renewed faith which
will bring forth fruit with patience and
with love, to the glory of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen,

HYMN OF COMMUNION

"Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face" 458

Verses 1 and 2

THE LORD'S SUPPER

Please hold emblems. All will partake together.
OFFERTORY
* DOXOLOGY ' 611
* OFFERTORY PRAYER '
READING OF THE SCRIPTURE

’ Deuteronomy 5:1-7
Hebrews 11:8,9,2h,27—29,39-h0-12 1=2 (RSV)

MORNING PRAYER Dr. Thompson
RESPONSE
SPECIAL MUSIC

Dr. Rhodes Thompson

"He's Everything To Me™ Carmichael

Alice Cordes, Soloist
SERMON Rev. Robert Story
"Heritage and a Journey of Faith"

* HYMN OF COMMITMENT AND DEDICATION
"My Faith Looks Up to Thee®



High resolves for God must be made known
before men. What better time than right now?

* BENEDICTION
* RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Dr. Thompson

DEPART IN PEACE,

* Congfegation will please stand.

e e i e e e R e e e
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12230 pem,

Pitch~In Dinner
at
Mooresville High School Cafeteria
North Indiana Street
(Directly across from the church)

000 0o00nORLORNOOGIOBGONOEDS
s0 0000000 O0OOPOOPLIOOOS

AFTERNOON PROGRAM
2:00 p.m,

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING

MESSAGES FROM FORMER MINISTERS

FOUNDERS RECOGNITION

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS

HYMN "Blest Be the Tie That Binds?” . 476
BENEDICTION ' Rev. Cryder Brayshaw

FNRHIEIHE

———

——————

ANNOUNCEMENTS

It is a pleasure to welcome everyone on this
special day. If you are a guest we extend a special
welcome and ask that you sign a visitor's card and
place it in the offering tray so that we might have a
record of your attendance.

We are especially happy to have two good friends
participating in the morning worship service. Rev,
Robert Story grew up in this church and was ordained
here. He is now the pastor of Central Christian
Church in Danville, Illinois, Dr. Thompson was our
interim minister in 1964-65. He has visited with us
on several occasions since that time and has a host
of friends in Mooresville, It is a Jjoy to say
"welcome back” to Bob and Dr., Thompson and their
families. !e are grateful for the opportunity of
sharing this day with them.

CYF will have a wiener roast and election of
officers this evening, 4:30-8:00 p.m., at the home
of their sponsors, Steve and Lana McConnell,

The CUF smorgasbord will be held next Saturday at
Paul Hadley Junior High. Tickets are available from
many ladies in the church, or you may purchase them
this afternoon at the amniversary celebration.

AR

WEEKLY CALIENDAR
TODAY, 12:30 p.m, Pitch-In dinner at high school.

2 D.Mm, Anniversary program,

L:30 p.m, Wiener roast at McConnell's for CYF.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 3:45 p.m, Chapel choir.

7_p.m, CWF Executive meeting.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 10 a.m, 'leckday Bible study.

7:30 p.m. Sharing group. g
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 6 p.m, FaHoLo Class party.

7 p.m. Boy Scouts meet at Scout cabin,
THURSDAY, OCTOBER A4, 7330 p.m, Chancel choir.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, L:L5 to 8 p.m., CWF Smorgasbord

at Paul Hadley Junior High School.




HISTORY OF THE
MOORESVILLE CHRISTTAN CHURCH
1848 - 1973

The story of the beginning and growth of our
church is one of selfless devotion to an ideal and the
courage to work for it. It was never easy in getting
started in the early pioneer days and it took unusual
sacrifice down through the years to keep everything
going. -

First a plot of ground was secured. It was first
signed over to an Andrew Clark by President Monroe and
passed on to Samuel Moore in 182L. Mr. Moore, the
founder of the town of Mooresville, secured it for
$15.00, In 1848, Thomas Dunagan paid $150,00 for it
and signed it over to the trustees of the meeting house
for $25.00 with the stivulation it be solely used to
build upon it a “meetin’ house,;* a Church of God.

The first building on the lot, on the southeast
corner of Harrison and Jefferson Streets, was an old
. Lutheran Church building that was moved to the lot in
1850, The building was a frame structure, 30 x 60 feet.

Under the leadership of Dr. Charles Hawk and his
wife, Araminta Collins Hawk, the faithful members met
and organized in 1848, legended to be sometime in
March, :

Dr. Hawk left his parents home immediately upon
graduating from medical school. He headed west with a
friend and made it to Kentucky. He later drifted up
into Indiana, and after several moves he and his wife
came to Mooresville.

_ There were about twelve charter members of the
newly formed church, and after that the congregation
- began to grow in the insuing years. Interest began to

wane shortly and about 1875 it was recorded that the
membership that had been around 100 dwindled down to
about 30,

After a time, an evangelistic meeting was held and
with this new interest a ‘new" congregation was
chartered; and new members added.

The church in due time took another turn for the
worse., A few faithful women seemed to keep interest
alive, the most noteworthy to be "Grandma" Caroline
Bucker, :

Caroline Bucker was a widow and made her living by
raising plants and vegetables in hotbeds and selling
them, She was able to sustain herself from her occu-—
pation and gave more than a thousand dollars to the
church to keep it going. She lived close to the church
and when no one would show up on Sunday morning for
worship; she became bell-iinger, janitor, and minister
and had worship and meditation by herself.

Grandma Bucker began to arouse interest in building
a new church, most enthusiastic were the women. This
was started in 1900 and also at about that time, a
minister from the Morris Street Christian Church in
Indianapolis came down to see if he could revive the
small congregation, Upon inquiring where he could find
someone who was an "active member,” he was directed to
Grandma Bucker, They Jjoined forces and with the aid
of the Mite Society (the forerunner to the Ladies Aid),
a series of revival meetings were held in the Methodist-—
Protestant Church that Grandma Bucker had secured.
The meetings lasted for two weeks in which on one even-—
ing they found the doors locked to the group that was
assembling. Mrs. Bucker arranged then to use the K of
P Iod%e Hall (which at that time was also the town
hall,

The revival started new interest. Grandma Bucker
pledged $200,00, and with the aid of the Mite Society,
the money began coming in. The ladies in the Mite



Society sold canned goods, baked goods; old newspapers,
clothing they had sewn, and every other means to make
money was employed and construction began, and the
building took form finally. However, as the dedica-
tion day drew near the contractor informed them that
if they didn't make a payment soon, the doors of the
new building would be nailed shut., Two women, Mrs.
Snoody and Mrs. Reagan, went on a note and the dedi-
cation of the church was on November 13; 1904.

Nine years later on Sunday, March 13, 1913,
Crandma Bucker was present to see the mortgage
burned on a silver plate held by Brother R. L. Ball,
who was the only male member when construction started
on the church., Crandma Bucker passed away in 1916 at
the age of 84 knowing she had played a part in the
building of a church upon rock, not upon sand.

Rev. D. F. Dailey held an evangelistic meeting
in February, 1914, in which seventy-five people joined
the church. "The ILittle Church Around the Corner”
(as it was sometimes lovingly referred to) then began
to play an influential part in the growing community.
Mso in 1914 a baptistry and a basement were added to
the church,

Sometime before 1908 a choir was formed and in
1909 a Christian Endeavor was organized for the youth.,
Tn 1917 the church took part in a town-wide Union
Revival Service held for five weeks at the Friends
Meetinghouse. Following this meeting thirty-five
young people who had made their confession at the First
Methodist Church were baptized in the church's
baptistry by the Methodist minister.

Through the years, the Mite Society became the
Tadies Aid and some of the women formed a Missionary
Society in 1912, Later these two groups, now the
Christian Women's Fellowship, were combined into a
~ Women's Council which divided its work and funds be~
tween the local needs and that of missionary projects
of the brotherhood.

In 1941 a second addition of new classrooms,
modern kitchen, and new heating system was added to
the church. A $12,000 parsonage was built in 1947.

Ministers came and went on an average of from two
to four years until 1949. In that year, Rev. John
Suttenfield, Jr. came with youthful enthusiasm and the
church began to outgrow its facilities. The house
east of the church was purchased and made into class-
rooms as well as the barn that was on the same lot
with the house. All of these buildings were soon
bulging at the seams and it seemed logical that a new
building should be built on a different location. A
lot at the corner of what is now St. Clair and Indiana
Streets was secured, This stirred much concern be-
cause at that time this location was "way out in the
country, ¥ but with much foresight and a "launching out
into the deep," plans were formed to build a new unit.
The groundbreaking took place on February 1k, 1954,
with cornerstone laying on July 1, 1954, and dedication
on December 12, 1954, much of the work being done by
the laymen.

Rev., Suttenfield resigned in late 1958. The new
minister, Rev, Harry Spear, came in February of 1959
and found a new parsonage just being completed. The
new parsonage was located on the eastern edge of the
church property.

With new housing developments and schools being
built on the land surrounding the church, it was then
felt that the church was again outgrowing its facili-
ties, and a study commission was formed to investigate
the situation. The results from these efforts was a
new addition of educational classrooms being built on-
to the church during the winter and spring of 1962~
1963, Groundbreaking for the twelve-room addition was
on December 2, 1962 and the dedication was held on
September 22, 1963.

In June of 1964, Rev, Spear resigned and an ad
interim minister, Dr. Rhodes Thompson, Sr,, came in



August, '6L. Uith his years of experience and his
infectious personality he endeared himself to all.

From a successful ministry in Palestine, Illinois,
Rev. Donald Ridgeway came. in March, 1965. Under his
leadership the church held a Lay Witness Mission (the
first Christian Church in the United States to do so).
The mortgage to the original building was burnedy; as
well as the parsonage mortgage.

In June, 1968, Don Ridgeway had resigned and
Rev. Cryder Brayshaw assumed the ministry on July 1,
1968, and still serves as minister, In July, 1970,
the mortgage to the addition to the church was burned.
Several members were added to the church steadily and
then an All Church Evangelistic Campaign was conducted
in the fall of 1972 with Dr. Bayne Driskill as host
leader. Several additions to the interior of the
church have taken place as well as other remodeling
and updating. '

As we celebrate this one hundred twenty-fifth
ammiversary, may we reflect back on our rich heritage
and in our reflections may we pause and be grateful
to those pioneers, both clergy and laity, who laid a
firm foundation and served so tirelessly down through
the years. After our reflections may we today press
on with renewed faith to make the Mooresville
Christian Church an even greater church all to the

Glory of God. - :
R R T T I I S ur IR

125th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTER

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Van Winkle, Chairmen
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Youngblood
‘Betty Beasley
Mildred Ulrey
Ralph Storm
Earl Magenheimer
Isa [ilson
Marie Wilson

¥y

Jo. L, McDonald
A, F. Clark

B. F. Dailey
0. . atson
E. J. Cain

D, G. Wakeman
C. C, Dobson

Jonas Collins
Frank Houston
L. R. Marsh
Kenneth Stewart
Omer Hall
John Suttenfield, Jr.
Jay Calhoun (Ad Interim)
B. H. Bruner (Ad Interim)
Leroy Hershiser
Harry D. Spear
Dr. Rhodes Thompson, Sr.
: (Ad Interim)
Don Ridgeway
Cryder Brayshaw

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF MINISTERS SERVING THE

1909
1912
1913
1923
1922
1925
1928
1930
1934
1938
1940
1946
1949

CHURCH

1910
1943
1920
1922
192L
929
1929
1933
1937
1939
1945
1949
1958

1952 & 1953
1958

1958 ~ 1959
1959 = 1964
1964 - 1965
1965 - 1968

1968 — Present



FABRIC OF LIFL

Fndlessly we weave our fabric on the
looms of time. The future holds the dreams
of colored thread, the stuff that life is
made of, and as we weave, the fabric passes
to the changeless past. And some with bent
gaze weave and look not to the future for the
careful choosing of the strands, nor study
they the pattern of the past, that they may
blend the present to it in a harmony of beauty.
And some weave gaudy colors and some grays;
and some have bands of black or crimson
patches; or dim colors faded by hot tears;
some weave pure white, but never; never can
the loom unweave.

Let not the shuttle aimless slide for—
ward and back among the threads.

Do well the handiwork with finely chosen
strands, for when the weaving ends there is
the changeless fabric....it is all whereby a
man may judge. Let thine be shown a cloth of
matchless beauty, soft and fine, yet firm in
every part, with gently blending colors ...
and straight through, woven from end to end,
one perfect thread of gold, sign of an
unswerving purpose, symbol of a deathless love.

-Philip Reichert




r 4

QUR NEW CHURCH

Margaret Chaplin Anderson

At last we've built it}
God's house!

We've dreamed about it, and the dream's come truey
And now it stands all beautiful and new,

And we who've sacrificed and watched it grow
Are close to tears. "We lowve 1t sek.

We enter softly.

GLewly., « o » ¥ =
God in the midst of us. Qur hearts embrace

The pews - the pulpit; now this holy place,
The candles, windows, carpets, carven door,

Is part of us. Forevermore.

They must have felt this
Roveronce  «  « «
Abram beside his simple altar stone,
And countless worshipers the world has known
Who built for Thee a house. With them we cry
¥Hely, hely, hely! Lord most high.®™

What shall our prayers be?
"Father,
0 grant that all who come to worship here
May feel Thee very close and very dear;
Make this high resolve of every mind,
To walk with Thee., To serve mankind."

And send Thy spirilt
Falling

Like cleansing fire, filling us with Thy might,
Strengthening our hands, setting our feet aright;

We dedicate our church, dear Lord, and then
We dedicate anew . . .our lives! Amen




'Dedication Service
Mooresville Christian Church
Sunday, December 12, 1954, 2:30 P.M.

* Congregation piease stand at points marked *

ORGAN PRELUDE “Andante Religioso” ........ Thome
* PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy” ... 107
BINVOCATION  iciivecvisiihusidiessssnsssasionsinivosississbasiisores Rev. Jay Calhoun
* LORD’S PRAYER IN UNISON

* HYMN “More Love To Thee” ... 390
' PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Rev. Lyle Harvey

HIYMN OF COMMUNION “Here, At Thy Table Lord” 451
PREPARATION AND SERVING OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

READING FROM THEE HOLY SCRIPTURES

DEDICATORY SERMON Dr. J. L. Suttenfield Sr.

Dean O. L. Shelton

OFFERTORY PRAYER
RECEIVING OF GIFTS FOR THE CHURCH
DFFERTORY SOLO “Bless This House” ............. Robert Keltner

DEDICATION BY THE MINISTER AND THE CONGREGATION

MINISTER Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and
might be unto our God for ever and ever.

EOPLE: Amen
INISTER: Behold, the tabernacle of God is with man and He shall dwell with them.

EOPLE: And they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their
God.

INISTER: Loxd, who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle?

EOPLE: Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?

INISTER: He that walketh uprightly and worketh righteousness.

EOPLE: And speaketh truth in his heart.

INISTER: Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?

EOPLE: And who shsll stand in the holy place?

INISTER: He that hath clean hands and a pure heart.

EOPLE: Who hath nat lifted up his soul unto vanity, And hath not aworn deceitfully.

MINISTER: He shall receive a blessing from the Lord.

PEOPLE: And rightecusness from the God of his salvation.

MINISTER: Lift up your heads, ONIyré gates; yea, left them up, ye everlasting doors.
PEOPLE: And the King of Glory shall come in.

MINISTER: Who is this King of Glory?

PEOPLE: The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory.

MINISTER: But will God in very deed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven
of heavens cannot contain Thee; how much less this house which we have
builded. j

PEOPLE: Yet have respect. O Lcrd, unto the prayer which thy servants pray before Thee
this day, that Thine eyes may be opened towards this house night and d.ay.
MINISTER: Let the beauty of the Lord, our God, be upon up.

PEOPLE: And establish Thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands,
establish Thou it.

MINISTER AND PEOPLE UNITEDLY: Th/s house which we have been permitted to build
through the gracious favor of Divine Providence, we do now solemnly dedicate
to the worship :nd service of Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. Amen.

DEDICATORY PRAYER ............. Dr. Beauford Norris

DEDICATORY ANTHEM “Cheribum Song No. 7” Bortniansky

DELIVERY OF KEYS TO TRUSTEES BY GEORGE SAUCERMAN

REMARKS BY MR. ROLLIN V. MOSHER

CONGRATULATORY REMARKS BY FORMER MINISTERS AND FRIENDS

* DOXOLOGY AND BENEDICTION Rev. J. R. Furbay

* ORGAN POSTLUDE

EVERYONE INVITED TO OPEN HOUSE FOLLOWING THE DEDICATION
The Building Committee: George Saucerman, Chairthan; Ray Ulrey, Cecil Bain, Ralph R.
Storm, Arthur Lusty, and Harmon Allison.
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD: Charles Van Winkle.

DR. JOHN L. SUTTENFIELD, minister 6f the Fairview Christian Church, Lynchburg, Va.
Mayor of the City of Lynchburg.

DR. O. L. SHELTON is Dean of the School of Religion, Butler University.

DR. BEAUFORD NORRIS is Assistant - Dean of the School of Religion.

LYLE HARVEY is Youth Leader of the Indiana Christian Missionary Association.
ROLLIN V. MOSHER is from the Board of Church Extension Architectural office.

REV. J. R. FURBAY is minister of the local Friends Church and President of the Moores-

ville Ministerial Association.

REV. JAY R. CALHOUN was ad interim minister of the local church and is with Eureka
College, Eureka, Illinois.




MEMORIAL GIFTS

The Church Pews by Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Dake in honor of their son.

The Nursery 'by Dr. C. E. Comer and family in honor of his Mother znd
Father.

The communion table by Mrs. Alden Hadley in honor of her husband
Mr. Alden Hadley.

The Communion Set by Mr. and Mrs. George Allison in honor of their
son.

The Baptisery by Miss Elsie Record in honor of her father.
The flowers on the rosturm by Mrs. Isa Wilson in honor of her father.

The Memorial Windows at the entrance of the Fellowship Hall is given
in honor of all those souls which have gone before us and have had a
part in making this day possible for us. This is given by the entire congre-
gation in their honor.

The Lestrun in honor of the father of Dave Warrner.

Mooresville Christian Church
Mooresville, Indiana

In Remembrance of the Dedication Service of the Mooresville Christian
Church on the Twelfth Day of December, Nineteen Hundred and Fifty
Four at 2:30 P. M. at the corner of Halton and North Indiana Streets.

OUR PRAYER AS WE DEDICATE THIS TO OUR GOD

Almighty God our heavenly Father, who of thy goodness hast gathered us into the fold of thy Son
Jesus Christ, that we should be governed by his love, comforted by his Spirit, and taught by his word; may
it please thee to dwell among us, keep us in thy ways and imprint thy word upon our hearts, that we may
delight ever to do thy will.

We give thee thanks, most gracious God, for the church which thy Son our Savior purchased with his
blood, for its ministries of worship and healing, of saving and teaching. Especially we thank thee for the
work of the church done through the church school, for the nurture of our children, for the training bf our
youth, for the establishment of thy truth in all of us. We thank thee for. the great host of teachers
and workers in the schools of the church, for their consecration, earnestness, sacriface and labor. May
their chief joy be in maintaining that blessed ministry begun by our great teacher.

O God, we bless thee for this house, thy dwelling place, and for the new structure where thy, word
shall be taught, which we come this day to dedicate to thee for that holy ministry. We thank thee for
the forsight of this people, for their wisdom in planning, and their sacrifices in order, to its achieve-
ment. Make this building thy school, its halls loved by all who enter them, because it is the place
where thy word is magnified.

Accept for thy service us, thy servants, and this building which in faith and love we have prepared
for furthering the knowledge of thy love and name and kingdom, and which we dedicate to thee for thy
service. Send forth thy Holy Spirit in our midst that this place may be sanctified in truth. Grant that
into its halls people may come with wistful hearts and joyful steps, ever in eager expectation of the
Spirit, and that them, out from this place they shall go, to do justly, to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with thee.

And to thee, O God, be glory in the church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages; world without end.

Amen
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PROGRAM
CABESI@WVIORSHIP Sl 80 o 0 bl o s Harmon Allison
NNV @EATRIGN o S, SRl B e o A 8 Brake Nelson
SCRIPTURE READING: Gen. 28: 1022 ............ Ray Ulrey
RESPONSIVE READING: 24th Psalms ... ........ Marie Wilson

LEADER: The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world,
.and they that dwell therein.

RESPONSE: For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it
upon the floods.

LEADER : Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord- or who shall stand
in his holy place

RESPONSE: He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not

lifted up his soul to vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.

LEADER: He shall receive the blessings from the Lord, and righteousness
from the God of his salvation.

RESPONSE: This is the generation of them that seek him that seek thy
face, O Jacob. Selah.

LEADER: Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up ye everlast-
ing doors; and the King of Glory shall come in.
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RESPONSE: Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty,
the Lord mighty in battle.

LEADER: Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye ever-
lasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.

RESPONSE: Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the
King of glory. Selah.

HYMN : “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” .......... Charles Nelson
SONG BY THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER ........ Rev. J. L. Suttenfield

TURNING OF THE GROUND by the Minister, Elders. Deacons. and
Deaconness.

IRREANIBRE T e hoaii 5o s = e Ler R0 o Mrs. Isa Wilson

TURNING OF THE EARTH by the Congregation.

IRPREARIRIRS S8 s Pt L Rt i s B e Mrs. Lillie Bucker
FORMING THE FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE ........ Charles Shultz
CUTTING THE STRING: Lillie Bucker. Isa Wilson. Charles Handi-

work, Brake Nelson. Charles Shultz, Elsie Record. Marie Wil-

son, Jenny Lang, George Allison, Flossie Allison and Mrs. Rob-
bins.

BENBEBDIEGEION . o o5 G i e s s, Miss Elsie Record



Mooresville Christian
Church

Mooresville, Indiana

In Remembrance of the Ground Breaking Service of the Mooresville
Christian Church on the Fourteenth Day of February, Nineteen Hundred
and Fifty Four at 2:00 P. M. at the corner of Halton and North Indiana
Streets.

OUR PRAYER AS WE DEDICATE THIS TO OUR GOD

Almighty God, our Father: the earth is thine and the fullness there-
of: thou hast made it fruitful and filled it with beauty; thou hast taught
us to occupy the earth and subdue it, and to look to Thee as the giver of
it all and to pray that thy kingdom come, as in heaven, so be it on earth.
Accept this spot of ground which we offer as the place of one of Thy
sanctuarieis. As we break the sod today as a giving to Thee—do Thou
take it and let it be consecrated as the place of the Lord’s house. Sow
here the good seed of the Kingdom and bring forth in this place the rich
fruitage of an abundant harvest to the saving of men and women and the
honor of Thy great name. —AMEN
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HISTORY OF THE MOORESVILLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Joy Myrick Rusie
1949

The story of the ploneers in our church is one of selfless
devotion to an ideal, and the courage to work for it., It was never
easy. Just to maintadn a building in which to hold meetings took
unusual sacrifics. /

"In the beginning"™ --- was the lot. It was a part of a grant
signed over to one Andrew Clark by President Monroe, and passed to-
Sémuel Moore in 1824 for the sum of $15. By 1848, Thomas Dunagsan
(grandfather of Mrs. Allie Trimble Brackney) paid %150 for it..

From it, he sold this lot for $25 to the "Trustees of the meeting-
house, Gabriel Coble, George Matthews and George W. 0lds, 'for the
use, and only use, bene%it and ..e¢... of a meeting-house, a Church
of God, to the said party of the second part and assigns forever.'"

The first bullding on this lot, as recalled by an early member,
"Aunt Sudie" Jackson, was an old Lutheran church, which was moved
to this site about 1850, according to Blanchard's History.

It 1s well established that D,. Charles Hawk had founded the
initial group of Disciples in 1848, and had served as its first
pastor. On this Centennial Day - 1949, his great-grand-daughter
Mildred Townsend Thompson, is presenting the congregation with a
picture of Dr. Hawk and his wife, Araminta Collins Hawk. Mrs. Thomp-
son relates that Dr. Hawk was born on the ocean on October 14, 1798,
while the famlly was enroute to America from Germany. His parents
settled near Little York, Pa. Immediately after graduation from
Medical School, he and a fellow-student started west on horseback,

seeking a buslness location. Crossing the Ohio River near Maysville,

Ky., they watered théir horses at a roadside spring, where by chance
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a young maiden offered the travellers a cool drink. Riding on, Dr.
Hawk vowed to return and marry the girl - a vow he later kept.

Following their marriage in 1821, he began his practice in
nearby Decatur County, Indiana, then moved to Cloverdale. Finally,
he settled in Mooresville in 1845, where he practiced for 20 years.
He also had a santliarium and inn on the site of the Dr. Hallam res-
ldence én East Main Street, one-half block east of Indiana Street.
(Dr. Hawk and wife are interred in the local cemetery.)

In addition, he organized the first group of Disciples, with‘
the following charter members (1848) - Dr. and Mrs. Snoddy; Vir-
ginia Feazel; Mery Cummins; John McVey; Wm. Willlamsj; Dr. Mc
Nabb;: Elizsbeth McNabb; John Knox; Rebecca Edwards and Mary
Carpenter, besides the Hawks.

We learn of the status of the chufch in 1858 fremWarepert to
the CHRISTIAN RECORD, published in Bloomington in January 1854.
"recelved by baptism 5, received by letter 3, dismissed by letter 2,
excluded 1. Present number 44, amount subscribed and paid $50.
Elders J. Coble and Wm. Williams. Deacons Reynolds and Hawk."

The church prospered for a while, then gradually became nearly
inactive. In March 1875, Elizabeth McNabb wrote the following note
to James Mathes, éditor of the RECORD:

"As a church we are not prospering much at this time. We
formerly_had a membership of more than a. hundred, but at present
we only number about 30 members - one elder and one deacon, both
living in the couhtry. We have scarcely any preaching at &ll and
I have almost forgotteh how good preaching sounds." (Maines' Hist-
ory of Disciples of Christ in Morgen County - 1939)

The next record available is an o0ld Sunday School book, dated

1880-3, still in the possession of Albert Bucker - son of Carolin&-.




Bucker, who had left the Methodist Church in disagreement over
thier views on baptism. It states that the schbol was 're-organ-
ized' on March 7, 1880, with the foliowing officers: Supt.-J. M.
Snoddy; Assist.-Miss Hattle Cox; Sect.-Wm. Bucker; Treas.-Miss Idsa
Harryman, who was replaced a week later by Miss Ora Rusie. Teach-
ers were chosen: Miss Hattile Cox; Miss Sue Wilson; Dr. and Mrs.
Snoddy; Dr. and Mrs. McNabb; Miss May Eiler(Mrs. Wm. Bucker);
and Mr. Gladman. Mute evidence that money was‘hard to come by, is
seen 1n the record - two meetings that first month -Attendance 66;
Collection 17¢....... Attendance 39; Collection 7¢.

(Time is indefinite, but around 1880, a revival meeting had
added the names of Susan(Sudie) Jackson; Etta Jackson; Ora Jackson;
Amande: Carpenter; Alferetta Rusie(Mrs. James); Ruth May(her sister)
Alice Swearingin, Ora Rusie; Ella Jackson and Caroline Bucker. )

A year after the first report, the old Sunday Schodl book
shows that the attendance had dwindled to 20; the Collection B¢.
Then for the 15 months from Jan. 1882-March 1883, 1t 1lists the
total receipts - $11.33; Disbursements $14.91 - "in the red",
even then!

From the same source, we learn that the lesson for one Sundey
was presented on a blackboard, which Albert Bucker recalls had been
constructed by "Sammy" Flowers.

ngq, too, 1s an announcement of an ice cream soclal at the
Wellman House - probably on the site of the former Scruggs home,
recently owned by the Telephone_Company. |

There 1s mention of weekly“te&chers' meetings, also those of
the "Sewing Circle and Mite Society.™ 1In the back of the book is

a list of the class of Miss Carrie Rusie, in which appears the name

of Albert Bucker. Inside the front cover of this book is this sad




May ... building

: notation:
™ "This day of My - Quit off with the keys to th? chléx)‘ch."
188

The old church bu. ~ding was later purchased by Henry Bucker,

to be used as his paint-shop and was moved a block west to the

site of his blacksmith shop.
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The old building had been silent for so long then, that the |
heirs of the original donor = the Trimble family requested the
return of the lot, since the terms of the gift had been violated
"the use and only use of a meeting-house."™ Interest stirred. y
Ora Jackson relates: "The few remaining members left got |
their wits together to do something about it. !'Grandme! Bucker
was the staunchest among us. She begen to ring the bell, build
the fires and hold meetings in the absence of an occasional mini- 1
ster." (One of these was the Rev. Urban Brewer, who had gained fame:
gs a "boy preacher™ at the age of 12. During the Civil War, he had I
held the pastorate of Park Church 1n New York Clty, the first
tDisciples! Church in Americe. He was by this time living 1in re-
tirement near Hall, Indiana.) |
"pbout 1900", continues Mrs. Jackson, "a revival was held by
Rev. Canfield, and I remember the following additions, - the femily
of R. L.(Al) Bell, Myrile (Mrs. Wallace) Rusie, and her neice Dean,
daughter of Ora Rusie Comer. (Dean, now Mrs. Qrville Templeton,
says that their baptism was held in the almost icy creek below the
Monrovia Bridge.) "That meeting of Rev. Canfield's gave the frall
congregation a boost. But the old bullding was so delapidated that |
something had to be done gbout it. 'Grandma' was the pillar ofthe

group at all times - it was her spirit that spurred the 'Mlite Soc-

jety to remodellding plans.




somebody

Then : mebody - probably 'Grandma' - suggested a new bullding,

and appeals went out to townspeoplle in general, for help." (A

e

local grocer at the time, loudly announced that he would double
the iargest sum subscribed, but he reneged when 'Grandmse' pledged
$2001

Then the Rev. B. L. Allen, minister of Morris St. Christian
Chureh, Indianapolis, 'got a concern! and visited here to see if
there was sufficient interest to support a reorganization of
'Disciples.! He was directed to the Buckers'. Caroline Bucker
secured the Methodist Protestant meeting-house for a‘two-week re-
vival, to which Rev. Allen donated his services,

Notes left by Etta Jackson tell that on one of these evenings,
they "found the doors locked to us." But 'Grandma' arranged to use
the 'town-hall’ of the K. of P. Lodge.

The former Miter Soclety, now the Ladies!' Aid, bore the burden
of the struggle for funds. To start off, Ora Rusie Comer dividéd
& dollar into nickels and passed them out to the members, ééch of
whom wes to 'increase her talent' in any way avallable to her. Orsa
Jackson rememners that "some popped corn, some made hoﬁiny, cookies,’ \
candy - &ll the home-making arts were employed. Others busied
thelr fingers with the neédle." Mey Jackson Holladay recalls her
mother's (Aunt Sudie) "doughnuts and aprons, and Ruth May's sun-
bonnets made with head-piece of straw matting - top and tail of
gingham.,"

Every concelvable way of making money was tried, until finally
the new church raised its spire triumphantly to the world.

. _ The time for dedication drew near. But the strﬁggle was not

yet over . . . . the contractor informed them that the doors would

be nailed up if a payment was not forthcoming. A letter from the




Mrs. Snoddy ... Ella ... closed ... anyone

daughter of Dr. and ,ps, Snoddy says -

"My mother ang E. 1: Reagan went on a hote, or the doors 2}
would have been osed on dedicatlon day. I have often |
wondered how anyo » could have been so heartless

BUT THE BELLS RANGL" |

Dedication was as planned on November 13, 1904, The member- 1
ship at that time was a pathetically small group of 22 women and 2
men.,

But, ok course, the note so hurriedly arranged, now hung over
the 1little congregation 1ike the proverblal 'sword of Damocles' =
So, on November 15, a meeting was held for the purpose of obtaining |
aggreement to negotiate with the American Christian Missionary ‘{
Soclety, to secure a #1,000 loan through a mortgage effective j‘
March 1, 1905. This was granted to the trustees R. L. Ball, Sam- |
uel P. V. Flowers and Benjamin R. Green. ‘

The brave little band then went to work with greater zeal, R
and in eight years they met to celebrate the end of their indebted- ‘
ness. The following is a copy of the newspaper report of Epril 13, & \
1818.

"The Christian Church has recently freed itself from debt after
eight yéars of hard labor and perseverance. The Ladies' Aid claims
the main honor of this affair, To this effect a Jubilee meeting
celebrated this occasion, Sunday, April 13, at the church. A $1,000
note and mortgage were burned and an all day meeting with a basket
dinner constituted the day's program. More than 300 were in atfend~
ance, Dinner was ser§ed in the K. of P. room, 130 being served;

an elegant repast was servedq,

"The morning services were conducted by Rev. Daily of Green-




field, the regular pastor. TI'he afternoon services were in charge
of Rev. U, C. Brewer of Hiall, Ind. He is a former pastor of this
congregation. He gave an ac >unt of the early church history ....
its origin, its charter members, 1ts struggles and its victories ...
bringing tears. Then followed laughter with his reminiscences.....
"He spoke in endearing terms of the 'sainted mother', Caroline
Bucker, 'who so faithfully gave mich of her time, devotion, money
and talent to the church she loved so well., At one time when the
membershlip and spirituality were at a very low ebb, she tided it
over until it reached a more prosperous stage and little by little
did this growth continue, and a new project of a new building pre-
ﬁentéd‘itself.‘
"This- faithful sister, in her declining years, lived to see -
at 82" - her church exempt from debt, and to set fire to the mort-
gage, which burned te ashes on a sllver tray held by Bro. R. L.
Ball, one of the first officials, and in fact, the ONLY male member
at the time of the erection of the new edifice. The dedication
was on Nov. 13, 1904 and the mortgage-burning on April 13, 1913.
"If the old saying is true that 13 is an unlucky number, it
has proved faithless in this one case. Although this body of
worshippers has passed through many a dark and despairing day,
yet it has been successful in every undertaking, with the hand of
the ALMIGHTY wpon them for guidance and strength.
"It is an old story to this community -- the devices which
were sought in order to raise this debt. They engage in‘the annual
Washington's Birthday dinners, the Qld Settlers' dinners, sale

dinners, semi-annual mite-box openings, the collection and sale of

01d newspapers - and various other means of support.




"' The Little Church Around { 1e Corner', as it is somefimes

called, hsas finally‘overcome meny obstacles, and now has grown

- from a little handful, to a group of more than 150 members, who
are all active and congenial. It may yet be said that this once
weak congregation may become as strong @8 any in our little city.

May God speed the day!™ (The note had been satisfied and paid on
March 10, 1913.)

A poem by an Indiana author, Tramp Starr, seems to exemplify

the quality of courage and spirit which kept them going in the face
of diffieulBties.

WINGS
by Tramp Starr

God gave me wings.....
What matter that defeat
Mey come to me....
I have, within myself, the power to meet
Life gallasntly....
For always there 1s one small hope that clings
Eternally... God gave me wings!}

God gave me wings....

When every hope seems gone,
Friends turn away....

I know I still may rise and carry on
Triumphantly. . .

For deep within my heart a courage springs
That will not die... God gave me Wings!

God gave me wings....
What matter that I bear
R galling load....
I still may make this rugged path I fare
M glery road....
For always, in the dark, one small voice sings
0f dawns to come....God Gave Me Wings!

(The foregoing is from a talk prepared for Centennial Day - 1949)




In 1914, encouraged by Rev. B. F. Daily, a thriving mens' class
was organized, and much-needed room for Sundayhéchool were added.
(It was recalled by Mrs, Isa Wilson, that the largest of these rooms
was Intended for the use of the mens' class. However, the lusty
singing of the primary groups soon routed the men, who decided to
resume meeting in the sanctuary. GOne of the members of this class:
was Wallace(Pake) Rusie, son of Jacob and Mary Rusie, to whom one:
of the memorial windows was dedicsted. (Forest and Wanda Rusie were
children of Wallace and Myrtle Rusie.) V

In February 1915, Rev. Dally held a\5-we¢k evangelistic meet-
ing, with 75 additions to the church. His clear exposition of the
tenets of our faith caused extrai meetings in other churches -
to ciarify their own positions! At this time he was called as the
first full-time minister this congregation had ever had.

As an added side-light, Mrs. Wilson also tells that one of
Rev. Dally's sermons during this revival was entitled "Don't Coddle
Your Minister™, Returning to her home, where the minister was
staying, she said to him,"All right, Rev. Dailly, no more hot-water
bottles 1n your bed!" The good man hastily insisted that it was
decidedly not that kind of coddling that he had referred to in
his sermon.

B. F. Dally was ably equipped to lead the thinking of the
congregatlon, being a graduate of Yale University, whose ambition
to rise to leadership in the brotherhood was thwarted by poor health
and loss of hearing. He had a great missionary spirit, and one of

his oft-repeated statements was that ™the only excuse for existence

- as a brotherhood in the world is Christian Unity.™

A baccalaureate sermon of his "On Being Normal®", created a

great furor in town and was discussed for weeks.
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One of Rev. Dailly's outstanding characteristics was his great
love for all children, each of whom he was abie\to call by name.

At the 1lnsistence of Mrs. Wilson's husband, Chauncey, the pastor
was for the first time paid a regular salary, instead of having to
depend on the collection of heterogeneous items so often appearing
in the offering plates of the times.

Membdrship climbed during his ministry (1912-19), form 100 to

220.
According to Maines' history of Morgan County , 6. E. Watson

next sefved briefly, and then in 1922 Edward J. Cain was called.
It 1s recalled that his tenure was marred by the tensions of many
controversial issues, but membership reached an all-time hilgh of 300.
He was followed in 1924 by Delbert G. Wakeman, whose kindly
spirit had a mellowing influence on the congregation. His generous
and resourcefdl wife, Mina, was the guiding force for enumerable
~ projects undertaken for the good of the church. Among these were
a. musical concert utilizing all the talent in town for & full even-
ing's entertainment in the school gymnasium; and & 3-act play(co-
directed by Mrs. Joy Rusie), for which the casting was so good for
the romantic roles in the show, that one of the couples decided to
make 1t permanent - Mrs. and Mrs. Robert J. Wade.,

In 1928, Rev. C. C. Dobson became the minister.' He, also, had
the gift of "pouring oil on troubled waters™, and is remembered es-
peclally for his spirituslily prayers. A former worker in the Mexi-
can Chrlstian Institute, he often drew on that experlence for inspir-
ratlon. He 1s no doubt best remembered by most people for his elabo-
rately staged and costumed Christmas cantatas. So enthusiastic was
their reception, that numerous performances were necessary each year

to accomodate the crowds which attended.
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THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
MOORESVILLE

1848 1948

"Largely through the efforts of Dre Chase
Hawk, who served as it's first ministeér, The
First Christion Church of Mooresville, Indiana,
was orgonized in 1848,

Thomas Dunnegan donated the ground for the
church building, and smong the members weré Dr.
Telle Snoddy, Virginia Fenzel, Mary Cummins, Jo-
hn MoVey, Williom Williams, Betsy MeNobb, Armi=
nto Hawk, John Knox, Reboceca Edwards, and Mary
Carpenters.

An early history of the church statos s
"Thore (1.ceSece cors of We Harrison ond Se Jo-
fferson streots ) the Christian Church was buie
1t soon aftor 1850." The first building was o
frame structurc 30 x 60 fcote

The church prospered for a while then gradu=
ally becamo innctivose : _

- Affer o time an cvangelistic mnocting with
an ingathering of now mouwbers stimulatod inteor-
cst againe The church did what Wos cormon in
carly days; it cstablishod g complotely now ore
goanization sometime aftor 1875.

4n old Sunday School rccord book of tho
church shows that the Sunday School was organs
izod March 7, 1880. The average attondanco

was about forty. (The highest Sunday School
curollment in tho Christian Church was during

— W~ N

the pastoratc of DeGe Wokemen in the ycars
1925, '26 and '27. This cnrollmont was 335
The highost atteondanec was 350.")

After o while the church took another
turn for thc worsec. Only a fow faithful womon
staycd to kecp the doors opone Forcmost among
those was "HMother" Carolinc Buckor, a Gorman
widowe Sho was called the "Garden Vionan" be-
causc of this occupation she made her living
and an incomec out of which she gave the chur=
ch nmorc than o thousand dollars in her ninct-
ccn widowed yearss ‘Mother™ Buckor was soric-
timcs both minister and janitor and occasion=

ally furnished the fucl for tho church.

She with a fow other womon bogan a comp=-
oign to build a ncw church in 1900,

Until the "Aid" was organizqed, the women
not in a "Wite Socicty"e 4is the group incro=
oscd they ronanmed thonsclves en "Aid: SociotyM.
Record of the activities of the group to carn
moncy for the building fund shows that tho wo=

men porforned all sorts of tasks -=- anything
that was honorable and honoste

Sermecl Flowers and fe.Le Ball wore assoc=
iatc nembers of the building cormittooce.

The following nancs aro thosc wonon who
were ospocinlly active in work on the prog-
rons

lirse Elizabcth Snoddy
Mrse Susan Routon’
Mrse. Ora Jackson
Mrse. Llforotto Rusio
Mrse. Ella Roagone



Mrs. Reagan and lMrse Snoddy gavo scoue
rity for borrowed noncye

__Othors who did sewing, and assisted in
giving dinners and holding marlkots werc s

Mrse Sudic Jaclkson
Mrse Ruth May
Mary Carpentor
¥rs. Maggio Hubbard
Honrictte Jackson
Ora Comor
Mrs . Bn’lllo

‘The rosult of their offorts was narve=-
lous,; and on Noverber 13, 1904 the prosont
church was dodicatodc ;

.~ That .church; which i85 still in usc, was
conpleted at. o cost of §3,000.00s Lt it's
dodication the ¢hurch had a debt hanging ove
cr ite . Howowcr,'the members’continued to
work end ten years later tho ontire dcbt wms
paid, and 'liother' Bucker burned the nortgagce

For ¢ number of years thore was o very
cetive Christian Endeavore It wos organized
in 1909 by Horriott Rogerse The Young Poop=
lots Class bought the first piano’ for the
church in 1913, Provious,to that,.an organ
wes used in tho ¢hurch serviccas 4Lftor the
piano was bought, the organ was used in the
prinary departionte

In February, 1914, B.Fe Daily held an
cvangelistic nceting during which scventy-
five people joined tThe churchey Maino's Hi=-
story of the Church stgtes: "From this time

the church beogan to assume g place of cons=
iderable infiluvwenco in the cormuiitye

Also, in the year 1914 the first addit=-
ions of o baptistry ond basomont was builts

That the Moorcsville Christian Church
nust have radiated influcnce is attostod by
tho fact that from a mong it's meombers, four
young men have cntoércd the ninistry. They
arc: Ronald Storn, Konncth Ball, Pricc Robe
orts and Loon Woathornan. (¢ ; g

In 1917 this church took part in a Union
Rovival Scrvice that was hold at tho Friends
Church and lasted five weokse Following this
neoting wo werc happy to lond our baptistry to
tho ministor of the First llothodist Church for
the baptism of thirty-five of his young pcopic
who hod made the good confession during that
ncetinge i

In 1922 the Mooresvillc Christian Church
had the first Daily Vacation Biblc School ovw
or held in loordsvilles Sinec that timo it
has grown to bo a Cormunity Vacatbion Biblo Sces
hool with a largo onrollments

Pearl Bradley orgenizcd a choir soriotine
before 1908s /Ann Rocord ‘Thompson did rost of
tho solo work for many ycars. Each ncrmbor of
the choir paid for his or her own chairs Tho
choir still functions quite officicntly for
the church undor tho leadorship of Mrs. Isee
belle Lllisone

The pulpit Bible now in usc was proscnte-
od to the Christian Church as

Tho Fanily Biblo of
+ Sanuel Moore
by
His Grand=-daughbtor Ida Fogleonan
March 2, 19i4.
[~




Tho Copyright shows that this biblo wos
g:éirslted in Hartford by Sandrus & Son, in
45

In 1941 o sccond addition of now class
rooms, modern kitchon and now heating systom
was added to the churche

Novorbor 1, 1942 the church was prosont=
cd with o Hommond Orggn by lire and Mrs. Harry
E. Wilson and Horry Jra i

The Women's Missiorayy Socicty, which
was organized in June 1912, togother with the
ladics £id, have boen corbinod into a Wonon'!s
Council, which includes all tho wonon of the
churche ‘

; ]‘_n 1947 tho church built a parsonago -~
on North-Jefferson streot, at o cost of $12,000.

Rove Qaor Holl is prosont pastor of our
congregation of 256 momberse

liny we, who aro pernittod to colobrate
this - ' : : '

Con’conniai“Annivcrsary
2 Qf
The Lioorosville Christiacn Church

always hold in gratcful momory tho pioncors'

who pawod the way end laid so firmly the fo-
wndation of the churche

Upon this rock I will build ny
church; md the gates of hell
shall not provail agninst ite

Matthow 163 18
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

MOORESVILLE, IND.

’ f History
of
The lioorcsville Christian Church
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" Brako Nolson
Lida NolsorL

Ralph Ha Storn



THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
HOORESVILLE

1848 1948

‘Largely through the efforts of Dre Chase.
Hawk, who served as it's first minister, The
First Christian Church of Mooresville, Indiana,
was orgonized in 1848

Thomas Dunnegan donated the ground for the
church building, and among the members wer¢ Dre
I.Me Snoddy, Virginia Feazél, Mary Cummins, Jo-
hn MeVey, William Williams, Betsy MoNobb, Armi-
nta Hawk, John Knox, Rebocca Edwards, and Mary
Carpentere.

An carly history of the church states @
"There (ieCeSs0e core of We Harrison and Se Jo-
fferson strecots ) the Christian Church was buie
1t soon after 1850e" Tho first building was a
frame structurc 30 x 60 fcete

The church prospercd for a while thon grodu-
ally becamc inactivoe ) :

. Aftor o timc an covangelistic mooting with'
an ingathering of now mombors stimulated inter=-
cst againe The church did what was cormon in
early days; it cstablished o completely new ore
gonization sometimec aftor 1875.

4in old Sunday School rccord book of tho
church shows that the Sunday School wns organ-
izod March 7, 1880s The average attondence
was about forty. (The highest Sunday School
cnrollment in the Christian Church was during

the pastoratc of DsGe Wokcmen in the yoars
1925, '26 ond '27. This cnrolluont was 335
The highost attqnda"ribc was 350. )

Aftor a while the church took another
turn for the worse. Only a fow faithful womon
staycd to keep the doors opone Forcmost among
thosc was "Mothor" Carolinc Buckor, a Germon
widowe Sho was called the "Garden Vionan" be=-
cousc of this occupation she made hor living
and an income out of which she gave tho chur=-
ch moro than o thousand dollars in her nincte

- ccn widowed yearss '"Mother" Buckor was sonc=

times both minister and janitor and occasion=-
ally furnished thc fucl for tho church.

She with a few othor womon bogan o canpe
aign to build a now church in 1900.

Until tho "4id"™ waos organized, thc womnen
net in o "Wite Socicty"e Ls the group incro=
asod thoy rcrencd thémsclves an "Aid Socitty"e
Reccord of the activitics of the group to carn
moncy for the building fund shows that tho wo="
men performed all sorts of tasks === anything
that was honorable and honoste :

Sarmecl Flowers and fi.L. Ball worc assoc-
iatc nambors of the building carmittoos

The following nanecs arc those woron who
wore cspecially active in work on tho proge-
raons B PR

lirse Elizaboth Snoddy
Mrs. Susan Routon
lrss Ora Jackson
Mrse Llfarctto Rusio
¥rs. Ella Roagone



Mrse Reagan and Mrse Snecddy gavo scou=
rity for borrowed moncye

Others who did sowing, and assisted in
giving dinncrs and holding markots werc 3

- Mrse Sudic Jaclkson
lMrse Ruth lay
- Mary Carpontoer
‘Mrse Moggic Hubbard
Honrictta Jackson
Ora Comor
lirse Balle

"The rosult of thoir cfforts was narve-
lous, end on Novembor 13, 1904 the preosent. -
o' urch was dodicatode £ i

~ That church, which 1§ 5till in usc, was
complcted abt o cost of §3,000.00s Lt it's |
dedication tho church had a debt hanging ove
cr ite “Howorcr, the menbers countinued %o
work cnd ten yoars-later the ontiro dcbt wms
paid, and Lother" Bucker burnod the mortgagce

For o nuiber of yecars thore was a very
cetive Christion Endeaver. It wos organigzod
in 1909 by Horrictt Rogerse The Young Poop=
lcts Class bought the first piano for the
church in 1513a Previous. fo that, an .organ
wes used in the ¢hurch services. JLfber the
piano was bought, the organ was uscd in the
primary departionte

In February, 1914, B.Fe Daily hold an
ovangelistic nceting during which soventy=
five people joined tThe churche Maino's Hi=-
story of the Church stetos: ™Fronm this time
the church bogean to assumc g place of cons=-
iderable influence in the cormumitye

pmps g

Also, in the year 1914 the first addit=
ions of o baptistry and basemont was built.

That the Mooresville Christian Church
nust have radiated influonce is attosted by
tho fact that from a mong it's mombers, four
young men have cntorcd the ninistry. Thoy
arc: Ronald Storn, Konnoth Ball, Pricc Robe
orts and Loon Woeathoriane

In 1917 this church took part in a Union
Rovival Scervice that was held at the Friends
Church and lastod five wookss Following this
ncoting wo woro happy to lond our baptistry to
the ministor of the First llothodist Church for
the baptism of thirty-five of his young pooplc
vho had mado the good confossion during that
ncotinge .

In 1922 the Moorcsville Christion Church
had tho first Daily Vacation Bible School ove
or hold in Moorcsvillece Sinec that tino it
has grown to be a Cormunity Vacatbion Biblo Sces
hool with a large onrollment.

Pearl Bradloy organizcd a choir sonctine
before 1908. /fnn Rocord Thompson did rost of
tho solo work for many yoars. Bach ncmbor of
the choir paid for his or hor own chairs The
choir still functions quito cfficicntly for
the church undor the loadorship of lirs. Isaw
belle Lllisone .

The pulpit Biblc now in usc was presont-
od to tho Christian Church as

The Fanily Biblo of
« Sanuel Moore
by
His Grand-daughbor Ida Foglenan
March 2, 1914, :




The Copyright shows that this biblo was
gxs-irsrbed in Hartford by Sandrus & Son, in
45e ;

R

In 1941 o sccond addition of ncw élasa
rooms, modern kitchen and ncw heating systom
was added to the churche

Novomber 1, 1942 the church was prosonte
cd with o Hormond Orggn by Mre and lMrse Horry
Ee Wilson ond Harry Jrs ,

The Women s Missionaxy Society, which
wos organized in Junc 1912, togother with the
Indics £id, have been coribinod into & Wonion 's
Council, which includes all the womon of tho
churche ; '

In 1947 tho church built a parsonago ~ ' Upon this rook I will build uy
c

on Ho'rth-!Jofxcrsc‘)x‘l\.strcqt, o.# a ost o.f $12,000 chilpali il B0 gatus of hell

Rove Omar Holl is prosdnt pastorv eff-owrie . ' : : :
congregation of 256 romberse ; b SR RT S proneil sgeingt 15
~ liay wo, who arc pernitted to colebrato Mkt Mw. 0

Centennial Anniversary
The loorecsville Christion Church

alwoys hold in grateful momory the pioncors

who pawod thc woy end laid so firmly the fo=
wndation of tho churche |



CallaFa NEWS

At our January group meetings, we
started a thought provoking study of the
American Indian and his point of view.
We will continue this theme at our
February and March meetings. On February
11th we will have a film relating to the
study. :

Most of our past presidents have
accepted our invitation to the celebra=—
tion in their honor on February 3rd,
including Roberta Raney from Princetons
Wle had a lovely letter from Grace Dickson
in Florida expressing her regrets. e
learned Isabelle Allison is also a
former president of Women's Council,
and she will be a guest., If there are
other past presidents we haven't listed,
will you please let me know. A11 women
of the church are invited to the dinner
and entertainment., Tickets are $2,00
for those other than past presidents,
and reservations should be in by Sunday,
February lst. The men are also invited
to the program in the sanctuary about
72304

At our January Executive Meeting,
we voted to send $575, the remaining
balance of our pledge of $1575, to the
Church Finance Council., At the group
meetings, we voted to use the profit
from two dinners we served in December,
$262.41, for the Vietnamese family
project which the World Outreach
Committee is considering.

The Nominating Committee for CUF
officers for 1976=1977 is,JaQ?JRS?%qu

et PO
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Jerry
Suttenficl
from Jefferson
City, Missouri,
Roberta Raney
from Princeton,
Indiana, and
17 other former
CWF presidents
were guests at
our Past
Presidents?
Dinner, making
a total
attendance of
62, on Tucsday
evening, February 3rd, The CYF did an
excellent job both in serving the food
and on the clean up detail. Iris
Pritchard's poetic tribute to past
presidents was very clever;, and Beth
Hensley's delivery of it was about as
perfect as you can get., Martha Lou
Youngblood*!s review of "ILemon Jelly Cake"
was superb., She says I am her best fan,
but I think everyone shares the same
opinion, Our thanks to all of you who
helped us have an enjoyable evening,

ClIF Exccutive Meeting will be March
Emd. 200 Doy aty bhe whtrchy

Cur regular group meetings will be
Wednesday, March 10th, except for the
evening group which will meet on March
17th at the home of Kathy Parker, The
postponement is due to the Festival of
Faith,

G.LJ.F. LR
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Do you need more room at your house?
Give some of those things you dcnft use
to our rummage sale on April 8th, Gth,
and 10th at the church,

 We appreciate the services of Sandy
Turpin and Jan McGinley and the February
service committee, Co=chairmen for
March are Ruth Cox and Martha Fishel,
and their committee is listed below,

Dorothy Roberson
Diana Searcy
Mary Merriman
Marie Wilson
Mitzi Forbes
Pam Swinney

Norma Griggs
Barbara Perry
Iinda Coock
Vivian Marsh
Patricia Smith
Cynthia Brewer

-Margarét Goodman
CWF President




A CITATION

from

The First Christian Chureh

of
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Faithful Service Over The Years To

God and His Work

in Mooresville
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;éagut Afé’;«m«/,ﬂ P58, 000
585 hours, 578 names on 1912

Q,a—ué't W, S-A3-% ﬁ /A?‘/UDGI

‘tnese ames NsApent 585 hours
making this autograph quilt-

which contains 110 squares with _Beth Hensley, Mrs. Acel Mahin,

578 signatures. Isa Wilson, the

only living charter member of |

Women’s Missionary Society
organized in June 1912 signed it.
Also signing were Marie Wilson
and Loyle “Mommy’ Storm also

worked in the early Women’s

Missionary  Society, the
forerunner of present Christian
Women's Fellowship. The
family of the late Bob Bucker,
grandson of Caroline
“Grandma”’ Bucker one of the
early pioneers of the church
signed one block.

The Committee in charge was
Martha -VanWinkle, Wilma
Perry, Beth Hensley, Jean
Saucerman and CWF president,

WL g2 ot gt

Adde

A 8. L/,

quilt

nea) F-R0-76

shown in the picture. Front row
Mrs. Margaret Goodman, Mrs.

second row Mrs. Wilma Perry,
Mrs. Marge Smoot, Mrs. Jean
Saucerman and Mrs. Martha
VanWinkle. Standing left to
right Mrs. Virginia Boles, Mrs.
Isabell Allison, Mrs. Margaret
McGuire and Mrs. Kathy
Parker. Other workers not
shown in the picture are Mrs.
Lula Mae Bucker, Mrs. Myrtle
Newsom, Mrs. Pat Minks, and
Mrs. B. Cooper.

The quilt will be auctioned at

| the church next Sunday after a

"fof the church.

| pitch-in dinner.
i Ronald L. Parker is minister

FTRERE

| CWF QUILTING PARTY

Margaret Goodman. , { Another "Quilting Party" is planned
Women working the quilt are | for Monday, March 1, 7 p.m., at the
- church, to finish putting the autograph
quilt top together. ‘
Fourteen ladies worked on this project A
last week and really enjoyed the fellow-
ship, Everyone is invited to Jjoin us
this coming Monday for another evening
of work and fun,

-Margaret Goodman
CWF President




Written by Iris Pritchard and delivered by.Beth Hensley for dinmer on Tues.,

Feb. 3rd, 1976, to honor past presidents of CWF and earlier women's organizations

of the church. Martha Lou Youngblood gave 2 superb performance with her book

review "Lemon Jelly Cake'. A total of 62 attended the dinner with additional

people coming for the program. John and Jerry guttenfield (pastor and wife from
1949 to 1958) made a special trip from Jefferson city, Missouri, to be with us

and started on the return trip after the meeting since Jerry is church secretary

for Harry Spear (also former pastor of our church), and she had to be back in the
church office. Roberta Raney, past president, made a special trip from Princeton,
Indiana, for the dinmer. Other past presidents attending were Marie Wilson, Isabelle
Allison, Mary Lou Storm, Marian Adams, Opal Brown, Jane Roane, Blanche Allen,

Jean Hinshaw, Mary Jane Cheesman, Jean Saucerman, Dottie Polich, Connie Mitchener,
Phyllis Rushton, Tsabel Van Hoy, Norma Magenheimer, Betty Rinehart, and Mae Swisher.
Not present were Isa Wilson, Mary Truax, Mildred (Ulrey) Thompson, Grace Dickson,
Martha Van Winkle, Estel (Medsker) Jones, Julia Taylor.

The menu of ham, green beans, cormn; lime jello salad, yeast rolls, bran muffins,
apple crunch and ice cream, iced tea and coffee was prepared by Margaret McGuire
and Margaret Goodman, co-chairmen for the event, with help from Susan McGuire,
Kathy Parker, Helen Cunningham, Joanna Wright, and Wilma Perry. The CYF and sponsors,
Steve and Martha Saucerman, did an excellent job serving the meal and doing clean-up
and were given a donation of $25.00, Erma Nowlin made six lovely centerpieces @ $3.00
each for material. Two were delivered to Isa Wilson and Mary Truax who were physically
unable to be present, and the remaining four were given to past presidents in a drawing.

Margaret Goodman
CWF President, 1975-1976




FROM MIIDRED TO MARGARET

In nineteen hundred and fifty-two

We were sitting around with nothing to do

But discuss Korea, politics and the weather

Till someone suggested we get our women together,

So our CWF put in its appearance...

(Just as soon as we got the proper Board clearance.)
Then we had to establish a good government

And Mildred Ulrey Thompson was our first president,

As everyone knows, organizing

Can get just dowmright agonizing.

But Mildred hung in there, despite growing pains
And in '53 Marian Adams took over the reins.

She was more than able for the task

She gave us more than we could ask,.

Then Jerry Suttenfield took the gavel from Marian
Who went on to become the school Iibrarian,

Jerry viewed the job with less than bliss

And might even have said, "ilhose idea was this?
Why did you complicate my life?

I've a hard enough job as the preacher!s wife!"
But in leading our loony and lovable mob

She did her usual top=notch job.

We had another good year in '55=!56 'n!

We were led by that capable lady, Grace Dickson,
Her year whizzed by, it was simply a blur;

And our next First Lady was Estel Medsker,

By fifty-seven we were goin' to towm,

Our leader none other than Opal Browm,

Might have seemed long to her, but 'twas only a twinkle
Till she passed it all on to Martha Van Winkle,

Martha's year was another of the rousing successes
Which seem to continually (happily) bless us.

Then in no time at all (how the years have flown!)
She was succeeded by her good friend, Jane Roane,.

Jane took command and, soldiers all,

We responded to her bugle call,

We won many victories = small and large

And next year Blanche Allen was the lady in charge,

Blanche led on to even greater height

As a group, our progress was DY-NO-MITE!

Then we searched for a successor, refined and brainy
And who should turn up but Roberta Raney!

Roberta lived up to our great expectation,

Filling us all with renewed inspiration,

With her Presbyterian background she

Taught us that "what will be, will be."

So it's no surprise that once again,

Robertals a Presbyterian,.

After ten years of service we were still going strong
And Jean Hinshaw stepped in to move us along.

Jean pushed and pulled, as presidents should

(Sometimes we have to be prodded to make us look good!)
Then she stepped down as "Queen of the Realm"

And Mary Jane.Cheesman took over the helm,

With Mary Jane we continued our winning ways,
Doing good deeds (and soaking up praise).
She finished her year in fine style and then
We elected Jeannie Saucerman,

Jeannie is wonderful, Jeannie's terrific,
Stupendous, marvelous, real superiffic!

Her charm and talent are sumply be-numbing;

We love you, Jeannie,,.keep those pay checks coming!

Dottie Polich was next on the list,
Encouraging us all to progress and persist.
She put her ideas (and us) to work

Never allowing anyone to shirk,

(over)



Connie Mitchener was next in line

And for another year our light did shine

As bright as stars and arrow--straight

(0, ladies, ain't we truly great!!!)

But Connie's year came to an end

Then came Phyllis Rushton, our Baptist friend!

Phyllis put her shoulder to the wheel
And kept us all on an even keel

OQur finer side she sought to reveal...
Then Julie Taylor "got the deal."

Julie charged into the fray

She never did anything just halfway.

e had a busy, productive year

Then she said, "Isabel Van Hoy can take it from here!"

Under Isabel's guidance we continued to bloom

No time to feel any doubt or gloom

And, characteristically, the year seemed to "zoom"
Then Norma Magenheimer moved into the "Oval Room,"

Norma's enthusiasm stepped up the pace

That was set by others in this CWF race

We had scarcely time to catch our breath

She nearly worked us all to death!

When we thought we'd finally got a good start
Tt was time for a new prexy = Betty Rinehart.

Betty plunged in with all her might

And swore she'd give the thing a good fight.

As she grew weak and wan from all of the stress

She moaned, ™iJhy oh why did I ever say yes?"

At last her year was over and then...

Can you believe = she took it again???

Of her two year term she has just one regret...
Have faith, Betty, you may get your powder room yet!
When her two years were over, she said, "On my word,
I'11 never, never go for a third...

It's a lot of fun, but there's too much pressure,’
Can't take anv more; you're next, Mae Swisher,"

Mae pitched in and proved that she

Was another strong branch on the CWF tree

We worked and sweated and had lots of fun

And before we knew it another year was done,

And Mae was ab=so=lute=ly firm =

Under NO circumstances would she go another term...
But she did =~ and completion of Mae's second year
Brought us 23 years from there to here.

Wle have presidents here and presidents there;

We have past presidents everywhere!

Over twenty years, with more to come,

They've done their part to make things hum.

They!ve done a little of this and a little of that

(Spent considerable time just "chewing the fat"),

As chief execs their records exceed debate...

They've not conquered world hunger, but they've had no
Watergate!

To a woman they'!'ve proved that they could handle

Our church politics with nary a scandal.

We've raised money in all conceivable ways =

We sold Christmas cards in our early days.

We've had a bazaar, smorgasbords, rummage sales,

Sold autograph quilt blocks by the bales.

Gave dinners, receptions and, another thing, dears...
Sold Bicentennial medallions till they ran out our ears!
We've had mostly successes = very few missesj

In a pinch, I think we could even sell kisses!

Give us a challenge and our bells really ring

With the leaders we've had, we can do anything!



While we're passing out bouquets, let's give three cheers
For four past presidents from earlier years,

From Missionary Society and Ladies® Aid

To Women's Council, they led the paradej

And in its turn, each organization

Helped give CWF a solid foundation,

So, all of us take our hats off to you...

Isa, Marie, Isabelle, Mary Ioul

SOee.lle?ve limped and leaped and been shoved through the years
Barrels of laughter,..occasional tears e

And that's the lowdown; that's the way

We got to where we are today.

Which brings us to Margaret, we left her till last
*Cause she's not a past-president, she's only half-past!
And it seems this year her sole ambition

Is living up to the old tradition

Of working our fingers to the bonej

We can't goof off = she won't leave us alone...

With Margaret in front, everything clicks

She's our personified Spirit of '76.

So in a flurry of flags and a blaze of glory

Comes the end of the poem, but not the CWF story;

Here's how the situation stands,

We're leaving you in the best of hands

tCause Margaret asked us to tell you this year!s been
like Heaven

And she'd love to stay on till seventy=-seven!





