
MOORESVILLE’S WORLD-
FAMOUS ARTIST, ROBERT 
INDIANA
Famous Mooresvillians



VIDEO:  “ROBERT INDIANA”
(MOORESVILLE MOMENTS #10)

• https://youtu.be/GjRlQIA9aXo

https://youtu.be/GjRlQIA9aXo


ROBERT INDIANA (1928-2018)
(ROBERT EARL CLARK)

• Adopted in 1928 by Earl & Carmen Clark (ca. 1930 photos; Robert, age 2-3)



A FAMILY ON THE MOVE

• Employment was hard to find during the Great Depression, forcing Earl to 
move his family many times in search of work.

• In 1934, the Clarks moved to Robert’s grandparents farm near Mooresville, 
and then shortly thereafter, they moved into a home on Lockerbie Street.



MOVING TO IMPROVE ROBERT’S 
HEALTH

• The 1934 move from Indianapolis to Mooresville was prompted by Robert’s 
chronic respiratory illnesses, which were attributed to the smoke and fumes 
from an automobile manufacturing plant near their Indianapolis home.



ROBERT’S ARTISTIC INSPIRATION:
FIRST GRADE IN MOORESVILLE

• During 1935-1936, Robert attended first grade at the Mooresville Academy School, in 
a wing addition that was removed in 1936 to make room for construction of Newby 
Memorial Elementary School.  (Left photo below from Academy School Museum, 
2018; right photo below from 1916-1917 MHS yearbook.)



ROBERT’S FIRST GRADE TEACHER:
RUTH COFFMAN (HAASE)

• Robert’s first grade teacher, Miss Ruth 
Coffman (later, Mrs. Ruth Haase), 
encouraged him to pursue art as a 
profession.

• In a 1963 Library of Congress interview, 
Robert acknowledged that Ruth 
Coffman was his earliest artistic 
influence.

• Photo (left) of Ruth (Coffman) Haase 
from the Indianapolis News, Saturday, 
December 3, 1960, p. 10.



AN INSPIRING TEACHER• Ruth Coffman 
recognized Robert’s 
advanced artistic 
talents (even at age 7) 
and encouraged him 
to develop his skills.

• Ruth said that, even at 
that young age, 
Robert’s use of 
perspective and story-
telling were already 
well-developed.

• Clipping from Becky 
Hardin’s Becky’s Bit 
feature in the 
Mooresville Times,
January 18, 1973 
(right); and the 
Indianapolis News,
Saturday, November 2, 
1968, p. 9 (left).



ROBERT’S FIRST GRADE ARTWORK

• A first-grade drawing by 
Robert Clark (1935-1936).



• The Clark family moved from Mooresville during the Summer of 1936.
• When Ruth Coffman returned to newly-constructed Newby Memorial 

Elementary School in Fall 1936, she discovered Robert’s family had moved 
out-of-town.

• Ruth Coffman married Maurice Turley “Pee Wee” Haase on May 28, 1942.
• Robert Indiana kept in touch with Mrs. Haase until her death on September 

24, 1995, sending her postcards (mostly) from various places around the 
globe.

• In 1968, Robert gave Ruth an autographed poster he had designed, which is 
on display near Mooresville Public Library’s Indiana Room.

MOVIN’ ALONG (SUMMER 1936)
But Keeping in Touch (1950s-1990s)



• Robert Indiana’s 
autographed 
poster to Ruth 
Coffman Haase 
(1968).

• Article from the 
Martinsville 
Reporter-Times, 
Thursday, April 
27, 1995, p. 4.



THE ROAD TO FAME (1960S)

• Robert Indiana became famous in 
the 1960s, hanging out in his New 
York City studio with other avant-
garde artists, such as Andy Warhol, 
as featured in Vogue, March 1, 1965.

• Robert Indiana is on the left with a 
black cat; Andy Warhol is on the 
right, with a light cat.  It’s clear from 
the photos featured in the article 
that the two artists were poking fun 
at themselves (and the pretensions 
of the art world).



ROBERT INDIANA’S 
“LOVE” SCULPTURE 
SERIES (BEGINNING IN 
1970)

• Robert Indiana at 
the dedication of 
his LOVE sculpture 
at the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art 
(October 22, 
1975).



RUTH DINING AMONG THE ARTISTS

Article from the New 
York Times, reprinted 
in the Indianapolis 
News, Tuesday, April 
27, 1976, p. 6.



• Robert Indiana among his art 
(photos by Robert Walker, The 
New York Times [1964])



• Robert Indiana 
among his art 
(con’t.)

• (photo by 
Robert Walker, 
The New York 
Times [1964])



RUTH 
COFFMAN 

HAASE 
OBITUARIES

• Obituaries from the Martinsville 
Reporter-Times, September 25, 1995; 
and the Greenville (SC) News,
Tuesday, September 26, 1995, p. 29.



ROBERT INDIANA (1928-2018)



QUESTIONS?

• William R. Buckley, information director, adult
reference services, Mooresville Public Library

• billb@mooresvillepublic.lib.in.us

mailto:billb@mooresvillepublic.lib.in.us
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