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 1901 BRIDGE AT 

“HOUSE’S BRANCH” 
On August 17, 1901, several citizens and taxpayers of Mooresville and Brown 
Township (in Morgan County, Indiana) petitioned the Morgan County Board of 
Commissioners to construct a timber beam bridge across “House’s Branch” of a 
creek, which merged with White Lick Creek to the south, on the public road that 
ran between the Mooresville-to-Waverly Road and Henderson’s Ford on the 
White River.  Today, we know this “public road” as Rooker Road (originally, the 
Rooker Trace, a pioneer trail used since the early 1820s by settlers), and “House’s 
Branch” is called Orchard Creek today.  The House family owned the 
surrounding farmland for generations.  The “House house,” which was the 
House family homestead, burned circa 1974. 

The original 1901 petition (and accompanying transcription) is included at the
end of this handout.

In September, 1912, the Morgan County Council appropriated $800 to construct a 
new bridge at “House’s Branch” to replace the 1901 wooden beam structure.  
(The replacement bridge was built in Spring, 1913.)  In February, 1913, the 
Morgan County Commissioners approved construction specifications and plans 
prepared by H.A. Blunk, who was paid $8.60 for his plans.  The lowest 
construction bid ($754) came from James A. Parish, of Greenfield, Indiana.  The 
1913 bridge was likely to have been a reinforced concrete structure. 

http://www.mooresvillelib.org/
http://mooresvillelib.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/1901-Mooresville-Town-Resolution-for-Bridge.pdf
http://mooresvillelib.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/1901-Mooresville-Town-Resolution-for-Bridge.pdf
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The following maps, aerial photos, and street-level photos (courtesy of Google 
Maps) show the former location of the 1901 bridge.  (North is “up” on the maps.) 
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